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I 
THE COMING INTERVENTION 


_ The Apostle Paul tells us that the Lord Jesus shall — 
_be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 

_ God and obey not the gospel, who shall be punished with 

everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord. 

The reason for this intervention, the nature of it, and 
the time when we may expect it, are discussed briefly 

in the following pages. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ warned us: “As it was in 
the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the 
Son of man;.. . as it was in the days of Lot,... 

even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man 

_ is revealed.’”’* 

Bhs What happened in the days of Noah (or Noe, as he is 
called in the New Testament)? “The flood came and 
destroyed them all.” Judgment came upon a world 

: wholly occupied with the materialistic. Thus it will be 

in the days of the Son of man, the Lord Jesus Christ, © 

when He shall come to judge the earth in righteousness. 
What happened in the days of Lot? “The same day 
that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brim- — 

‘stone from heaven, and destroyed them all.” Judg- 

ment will come upon those who are only occupied with 

__ the things of earth and have entirely left God out of 
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their lives, in the day that the Son of man is revealed 
from heaven. 

We read in Ecclesiastes, “The thing that hath been, 
it is that which shall be,” and “That which is to be hath 
already been” ; and so as we contemplate the judgments 
God brought upon the earth in the past we learn what 
His judgments in the future will be. 

What were the conditions of the earth in the days 
of Noah? The Holy Spirit’s indictment is summed up 
in these terse words, “The earth also was corrupt be- 
fore God, and the earth was filled with violence.”* And 
these two things, corruption and violence, are the out- 
standing features of the days in which we are now liy- 
ing. There is an ever spreading disease of divorce. 
Figures given out by the Department of Commerce in 
Washington show that more than 175,000 divorces are 
granted in America annually, to say nothing of the tens 
of thousands that separate without resorting to the 
courts. An article in a recent issue of the Ladies’ Home 
Journal stated that if divorce continues at the present 
rate of increase, by 1938 there will be one divorce for 
every marriage in the United States. This article 
stated that 1,689,662 children during the past fifty years 
had been deprived of the privilege of growth in a united 
family because of the divorce of their parents. 

We see corruption in the courts. Arthur Brisbane, 
the well-known newspaper writer, recently wrote: “A 
certain rich man, accused of bribing a cabinet officer, 
is convicted of tampering with the jury and sentenced 
to six months in jail. The average citizen reads the 
news and says, “Nonsense! They will never put him 
in jail!’ The next day’s newspaper announces that 
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the prosperous gentleman plans a trip to Europe, as- 
sured by good lawyers he need not worry about the 
jail for a year, if ever. Had he been poor and had been 
convicted of stealing an overcoat, he would be in jail 
now, and would stay in more than six months.” The 
same writer agrees with another who says, “You can- 
not convict one hundred thousand dollars.” 

When in Los Angeles we noted a judge complained 
that when he sentenced men to a term of imprisonment 
they were almost immediately released by a parole 
board, and in some cases there was no record that the 
condemned ever went to prison at all. 

In 1925 there were 77,138 bootleggers arrested, and 
Federal prohibition officers seized billions of gallons 
of alcoholic liquor and property to the value of $11,- 
199,864.00. According to the Baumes Crime Commis- 
sion, crime costs this country thirteen billion dollars a 
year. As Arthur Brisbane says, “Our home war 
against crime costs more than twenty times as much 
as our army and navy.” 

There is an astonishing increase in juvenile crime. 
Dr. Wm. Chalmers Covert states that seventy-eight 
per cent of those convicted for robbery are not old 
enough to vote, and the average age of those convicted 
for robbery and burglary is twenty-one. Juvenile de- 
linquency has increased two hundred per cent in four 
years. What a generation is ours! 

There are 15,000 suicides each year and more than 
10,000 murders. Judge Kavanagh of the supreme 
court of Chicago states that there have been at least 
170,000 murders in the United States during the past 
twenty years; 1,500 murderers have been executed and 
there are 18,000 serving prison sentences. Presuming 
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that 52,000 of these have died, he estimates that there 
are at least 100,000 murderers at large. 


The Department of Justice has recently published an 
astonishing set of figures bearing on crimesin the United 
States. During the past ten years there has been an in- 
crease of one hundred and ten per cent in crime, while 
there has been an increase of only twenty per cent in 
the country’s population. 

When a few years ago five million men were called 
by the government to register for war and were ex- 
amined by the physicians, it was found from the rec- 
ords that an unbelievably large percentage of the men 
were suffering with venereal diseases and had to be re- 
jected. 

In schools and colleges the doctrines of materialis- 
tic evolution are being taught in such a manner that 
the authority of God’s Word is questioned, and as a re- 
sult there is rebellion towards all authority. Restraints 
are being removed, and conditions in the United States 
are becoming exactly the same as Victor Hugo describes 
as existing in France prior to the French Revolution 
when the streets of France were bathed with rivers of 
human blood. In a study of the downfall of various 
civilizations a recent issue of the Musical Quarterly 
states that just before the downfall of great empires 
“wilder and wilder became the dance, and less and less 
the clothes of the women.” Any observer of the times 
can see that the world to-day has gone mad after lewd 
and wild dances, and the manner of dress of the women 
is becoming increasingly indecent. The corruption of 
which we speak is not confined to the United States— 
it is world wide. 

The greatest exhibition of violence this world has 
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even seen commenced in 1914, when a pistol shot, fired 
in time of peace, was the beginning of the greatest war 
in the history of the world. There were twenty-seven 
nations engaged in that war, and according to the sta- 
tistical department of the League of Nations, 10,135,000 
men were killed, to say nothing of the hundreds of ~ 
thousands of the maimed and blind and suffering that 
still fill the sanitariums in Europe and America. It 
is estimated that at least fifty billion dollars’ worth of 
property was destroyed. The last war, according to 
Representative Berger, cost in treasure $400,000,000,- 
000. He estimates that “this sum would buy a five- 
acre farm for every family in every country engaged 
in the late war; that a $2,500 house, $1,000 worth of 
furniture, a cow, team of horses, farm implements and 
an automobile could be added. Then to every city of 
2,000 inhabitants and over, a million-dollar high school 
and a million-dollar hospital could be given, and to every 
‘3 city of 10,000 people a ten-million-dollar university.” 
After that Representative Berger declares a sum could 
a be set aside which at five per cent interest would pay 
the salaries of every teacher and nurse in all these lands 
that burned up this vast sum in fratricidal stupidity— 
and there would still be money left. 

To-day, ten years after the war has closed, despite 
the disarmament of the defeated countries, there are 
a million more men under arms in Europe than there 
were in 1914, ready for the greater violence of the next 
war. Scientists are working overtime preparing more 
devilish weapons of violence for use in the coming war. 

Mr. D. M. Panton writes: “Science, devoted to an- 
nihilation, now menaces the world. Machine guns spit- 
ting forth a fan-shaped tail of six thousand bullets a 
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minute; aeroplanes at a height of ten or fifteen miles, 
dropping bombs weighing four thousand, three hundred 
pounds, and creating destruction over the radius of a 
mile; guns with a range of one hundred and fifty miles, 

and tanks which concealed in their own smoke, can 
x outdistance the fleetest hound—all these things are 
here now.” 


Mr. Edison states that there would be nothing to pre- 
vent twenty to fifty aeroplanes flying over London’s 
millions with a gas which could suffocate those seven 
million people in three hours. The next war is referred 
to as a war of “extermination.” Philip Mauro says: 
“Prospective enemies have now at their disposal weap- 
ons which could make the centers of population and 
industries of the entire country a desolation and a series 
of charnel houses in the course of a few days, and 
against which no means of defense exists or can be 
imagined.” Just some small act by which national 
pride will be hurt, and the world will see a manifesta- 
tion of violence without precedent. 

In 1922 the Soviet press in Russia officially reported 
1,766,118 executions by the Cheka since the commence- 
ment of the revolution. It is stated-by good authority 
that this number now exceeds three million. Russia 
is seeking to bring about international revolution. She 
has met with a measure of success in China. Hers is 
a program of violence; violence which we believe ex- 
ceeds that which Noah saw in his day, and which surely 
calls for divine intervention and judgment. 

In the days of Lot the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah 
was “very grievous.” The soul of Lot was continually 
“vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked, for 
that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and 
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hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with 
their unlawful deeds.” From the words of Christ we 
learn they were occupied wholly with the material. 
They had two outstanding characteristics—‘“eating and 
drinking.” Glance through any paper or magazine and 
note how full it is of advertisements of things to eat 
and drink. The same with the billboards—plenty for 
men’s stomachs but nothing for men’s souls. 

“They bought, they sold.” Every day you can see 
in the newspapers the detailed prices of wheat and oats 
and hogs, etc., and railroad or other stocks. The prin- 
cipal news items concern the making of money. Mam- 
mon grips the hearts of men to-day, and there is little 
if any room for God. 

“They planted, they builded.” Making great prepara- 
tions for the future—like the man Christ called a fool, 
who planned to pull down his barns and build greater 
ones, with no thought that on the very night of prepar- 
ing for these things, his soul, for the future of which 
he had not given a moment’s consideration, was to be 
required of him. There never was planting on such 
a huge scale as to-day. Lever Brothers, the soap firm, 
have planted the greater part of 1,860,000 acres for 
cocoanut oil. Firestone has acquired a million acres 
in Liberia and has already planted 20,000 with rubber 
trees. Ford is planting rubber on five million acres in 
Brazil, expecting to raise six billion pounds of rubber 
annually. 

The large cities vie with each other in the vastness 
of their building. No lack for huge hotels, theaters or 
business blocks, but oh, so difficult to get sufficient 
money to purchase a tent in which to preach the old- 
fashioned gospel ! 
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How will judgment come? Suddenly. Noah 
preached faithfully but the world paid no heed. The 
scientific men of his day would call him an ignoramus 
and a fool to predict a flood and to build a boat on dry 
land. But one day God called Noah into the ark and 
locked him in. And the flood came and “destroyed 
them all.” 3 


The same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained 
fire and brimstone out of heaven and “destroyed them 
all.”” The Master warns us, “I tell you, in that night 
there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken 
and the other left. Two women shall be grinding to- 
gether ; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two 
men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken and the 
other left.’’* 


In connection with the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah we have this grave warning, “Remember 
Lot’s wife.”+ It is written of her, “His wife looked 
back . . . and she became a pillar of salt.” And we 
are warned, “No man, having put his hand to the plow 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”} 
That pillar of salt is referred to as “a monument to an 
unbelieving soul.” Don’t have your heart in Sodom. 
Don’t disbelieve the message of judgment that comes 
not merely from angels but from the Lord Himself. 

So few saved! Just eight in the ark. Just three 
from Sodom. Abraham was outside, he and all he 
possessed were not in this destruction; but Lot and his 
daughters were saved as though by fire, and all they 
had. was lost. The Lord tells us, “Broad is the way 
that leadeth to destruction and many there be who go 
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in thereat.”* And He says, “Strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leadeth to life, and few there 
be that find it.” Many on their way to destruction, and 
few going along that narrow way which leads to life. 
There was a day in the life of the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus when they were sorely tested. He had been 
telling them that He was the bread of life. Many of 
His disciples said, “This is a hard saying; who can 


hear it?’+ And the Word of God says, “From that 
time many of His disciples went back and walked no 


more with Him.” Do you remember His words to the 
Twelve, “Will ye also go away?” Peter’s answer was 
significant, “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast 


_ the words of eternal life.” 


In the days of which it is prophesied that some shall 
depart from the faith there will be a sore testing among 
the disciples, and this vital question of the Master still 
holds good, “Will ye also go away?” What is your 
answer ? 


* Matt. 7:13 ft John 6:60 
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II 
THE COMING TRAVAIL 


Our Lord Jesus is a true Prophet. When the dis- 
ciples were showing Him the buildings of the temple, 
He declared, ‘““There shall not be left here one stone 
upon another which shall not be thrown down.” This 
prophecy was literally fulfilled when the Roman gen- 
eral Titus and his armies demolished the city in A. D. 
70. And as certainly as the sure word of prophecy came 
to pass so will every word of Chsist’s be fulfilled. 

His disciples asked Him, “When shall these things 
be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming and of 
the end of the world (literally “age’”) ?” He told them, 
“Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye 
be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet.” It has been said that “during 
our Lord’s life and ministry there was ‘peace on earth’ 
in a literal sense, but from the moment-.of His rejec- 
tion the Christian era has been one series of disturb- 
ances, wars, persecutions, and troubles of all kinds.” 
These wars and rumors of wars through the ages have 
had no special significance to indicate that the end was 
near. But Christ went on to answer the disciples’ ques- 
tions, showing them what might be called the terminal 
signs. He said, “For nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be fam- 
ines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
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All these are the beginning of sorrows.”* This last 
word “sorrows” is translated in the Revised Version, 
“travail.” It has been stated, “This will be the birth 
pangs of a new age.” At the same time we shall see the 
death throes of a wicked and adulterous generation. 

Read carefully Matt. 24:7-14 and compare it with 
the events of the past few years. We have already re- 
ferred to that unprecedented exhibition of violence, 
the great world war of 1914-1918 in which twenty- 
seven nations were engaged, more than ten millions 
were killed, and casualties amounted to thirty million. 
In this war we saw nation rising against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom, and it has left behind a fer- 
ment of race hatred and suspicion that is causing the 
nations to make preparations for a greater war. Despite 
the Briand-Kellogg Peace Pact that was signed August 
27, 1928, in which fifteen nations were supposed to 
outlaw war, the fact remains there are a million more 
men under arms in Europe to-day than there were in 
1914, 

Great Britain at this time is spending on her military, 
naval, and aerial budgets each year something like $573,- 
000,000, or $12.96 per capita. France follows with an 
average expenditure of $255,000,000, or $6.43 per cap- 
ita. The United States spends an average of $554,000,- 
000, or $4.94 per capita. Italy is spending $156,000,000 
a year; Japan $219,000,000; Russia $191,000,000; and 
Germany $108,000,000. France can put 4,500,000 fight- 
ing men into the field; Italy 3,500,000; while Russia 
can produce an army of 9,000,000 at short notice. A 
great Russian general, Skugarevski, stated a short 
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while ago, “In ten years Russia will be able to place 
an army of 40,000,000 into action.” 

The writer was recently talking with a German friend 
and asked him if the reports were true that Germany 
was preparing for another war. “Of course she is pre- 
paring,” he said; “it was unjust of the Allies to take 
a portion of Eastern Germany and give it to Poland. 
All the people are German-speaking, and it won’t be 
long before that strip of country is won back. I have 
recently been traveling in Eastern Germany and have 
seen all the new wonderful roads leading to the Polish 
frontier, all prepared for this coming war. We Ger- 
mans know the next war will be won mainly in the 
air, and that is why everything is being done to help 
aviation. If you lived in Berlin you would see aero- 
planes in the air just like flies. To-day I think we have 
the finest air fleet in the world. Everyone who can 
afford it travels by aeroplane so as to further the cause 
of aviation. The government subsidizes the aviation 
companies. When the next war starts we will have 
a huge fleet of aeroplanes and plenty of well-trained, 
competent pilots.” 

At a gathering of scientists held*a short while ago 
in the East, the Toledo Blade reported Dr. Leo Hendrik 
Baekland, president of the American Chemical Society, 
as speaking of the possible destruction of every one 
in the world in short order. One authority attending 
the conference said : “A whole nation can be put to sleep 
for twenty-four hours by gases distributed by radio- 
controlled aeroplanes.” Major General Mason M. Pat- 
rick, chief of the United States Army Air Service, drew 
an appalling picture of a single aviator riding a mother 
plane, and driving before him a whole flock of pilot- 
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less air craft in raids against cities or armies. “Every 
one of these radio-steered and controlled planes,” said 
General Patrick, “will be able to drop bombs twenty 
times as destructive as the largest shell ever fired from 
the greatest guns ever known. Anti-aircraft guns af- 
ford little or no protection, for smoke screens will pre- 
vent ships from seeing planes. Against night attacks 
from aeroplanes, ships are even more powerless, for the 
planes can drop parachutes with flares which illuminate 
the sea for miles, while the planes remain invisible 
above the source of light.” 

A few years ago it would have been difficult to under- 
stand what is shown in the ninth chapter of Revelation 
where we see an army of two hundred million crossing 
the Euphrates and slaying a third part of the men of 
the earth. But in view of the extraordinary develop- 
ments of chemical science it is not difficult to under- 
stand that such a terrible holocaust is possible. 

Our Lord further prophesied, “There shall be fam- 
ines.” After the war there was famine in many parts 
of Europe. Mrs. Philip Snowdon, an English writer, 
wrote of a visit to Vienna, where she said: “I found 
whole families literally sitting and waiting for death. 
The misery I saw is beyond description. I saw children 
who had lost all semblance of childhood. They sat with 
their starving little bodies huddled up, rarely moving, 
never speaking, just staring into vacancy with big dark 
eyes. Cats and dogs had disappeared long ago. They 
had been eaten. Two million five hundred thousand 
people faced starvation in Vienna.” 

A relief worker in the Near East wrote: “I have seen 
a nation dying. Last winter I saw children in the streets 
of Ervan, pounding with stones the bones of animals 
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into a rough pasty mass and greedily devouring it. 
Bodies were stolen from the cemeteries, and the next 
day were found in the cooking pots.” 

In 1920 China had a famine which was described as 
the “worst famine and pestilence in the history of the 
world.” A report in the London Times of December 
15, 1920, refers to thirteen million absolutely destitute. 
One reporter wrote, “They ate everything that could be 
eaten; and everything that was green, and all kinds of 
flesh, even human flesh. Many thousands of children 
were killed by their parents rather than see them starve 
for weeks and die. Mothers would drown their children 
in wells or the river—any place to get them out of 
sight.” One writer said, “The passing Chinese famine 
is one of the greatest tragedies of the age, hardly sur- 
passed by the World War. Typhus and famine fever 
took hundreds of thousands of the people. Not less 
than twelve millions of people perished.” 

A great famine followed in Russia. One writer said, 
“Thirty-five per cent of the population of Russia, or 
more than forty million people, are hungry or starving.” 
Wm. Shafroth described the hunger-crazed people: 
“The desperate people are eating human bodies, diseased 
horses, dogs and cats. Cemeteries are being dug up 
and long buried bodies snatched as food. In their hun- 
ger-madness the people are stealing bodies from 
morgues and hospitals to eat. A member of the A. R. 
A. who had died of typhus was dug up at night and 
eaten by the crazed inhabitants.” 

An Associated Press dispatch from Shanghai sent on 
August 27, 1928, refers to a terrible famine in progress 
in South Chihli and Northeast Shantung, where a pop- 
ulation of 1,500,000 are facing death from starvation. 
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Grasshoppers now form a part of the diet of the thou- 
sands of stricken people. Others are living on hard 
cake made from bark, cotton chaff, and grass. The 
dispatch said 150,000 persons were in an advanced stage 
of mal-nutrition and apparently doomed to death, and 
another 300,000 were slowly starving. 

Another terminal sign foretold by Christ is pesti- 
lences. The great plague of influenza that followed 
shortly after the war was described as the greatest 
scourge the world has ever known. The death toll is 
given at fully twelve million lives, five million in India 
alone. There have been other pestilences besides this. 
When the famine raged in China in 1920-22, a corre- 
spondent wrote, “It is said that twelve to fifteen million 
have starved and died from pestilences in China during 
the last famine, and they are starving and dying there 
yet.” At the time of the famine in Russia a doctor 
wrote, “Russia lost six million with typhus in 1919, and 
1922 will be worse.” 

An Associated Press wire in the Los Angeles Daily 
Times recently gave a report by Mr. T. B. Ketteridge, 
Assistant Director of the League of Red Cross Societies 
at the Second Pan-American Red Cross Conference: 
“Epidemics have had a toll of forty million throughout 
the world since 1914.” 

Another terminal sign, earthquakes in divers places. 
The earthquakes of the past few years have been phe- 
nomenal. Many of them have obviously been judgments 
of God. Shortly before the destruction of St. Pierre, 
after the citizens had been warned to repent, lest judg- 
ment fall upon them, the citizens took a pig into an open 
square and crucified it in derision of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Shortly after this forty thousand people were 
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~ launched into eternity in less than thirty seconds of 


time, and their city was a mass of smoking ruins. 


-In San Francisco in 1906, there were 452 lives lost, us 
$350,000,000 worth of property also,-and 265,000 per- 
sons were made homeless. : 

“In Messina in Italy, in 1908, pes iee to F. Marion 
Crawford, “there appeared in the city one of those 
wandering religious fanatics whom the Italians call — 
Nazarenes. The man lifted up his voice and cried, 
‘Be warned. Take heed and repent, ye of Messina. 

_ This year shall not end before your city is utterly de- 
stroyed.’ The people jeered at the Nazarene and went be 
about their business. The editor of a paper called “The — 

Future,’ published then in Messina, went so far in his ; 

mockery and daring blasphemy that he published the “4 

_- following fearful challenge to Almighty God, “The Al- - 

mighty, if you are nota . . . (I cannot print the blas- . 

phemous words), send an earthquake to prove you ex- 

ist.” The earthquake came the next day, and 77,283 

BY people perished in the fearful visitation.” 

a; In 1920 in Kansu, China, a fanatical Mohammedan 

was planning a “holy war.” He gathered a great con- 

clave of followers and held a meeting in a cave. While 
they were there the great Himalayan ranges trembled 
and ‘“‘a mountain of earth buried the cave so effectively 
and so changed the contour of the land that months of 
searching by devoted followers could not even locate 
the place. About 200,000 people lost their lives in the - 
area affected, the great majority of-these being Moham- 
medans.”’ 


In Japan in 1923, Tokyo and a great part of Yoko- 
hama were destroyed, and 192,000 were declared to be 
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dead and missing, and 102,000 were injured. There 
were 580,000 homes destroyed. 
In 1927 there was another great earthquake in Kan- 
su, China. “The cities of Sising, Liengchow and Ku- 
lang were wiped out in the twinkling of an eye. The 
x city of Tumentse was wrecked and buried beneath a 
_ moving mountain. ~ Missionaries estimated the casual- 
__ ties-as high as 100,000.” 

In 1927 there was a destructive earthquake in Pal- 
_ estine, when 700 were killed and 3,000 injured. In the 
«same year Japan suffered another earthquake in which — 
& there were 2,458 killed, 4,000 injured, and 6,000 homes 
3 destroyed. 

Christ also said that many false prophets should arise 
‘and should deceive many. In the past few years we 
_ have had an epidemic of false prophets. An outstand- 

* ing one among these was “Pastor’’ Russell, who is iden- 
tified by his followers as the “loud voice” of Rev. 10:3, 

the “great voice” of Rev. 16:1, and the “strong voice” 
of Rev. 18:2 (see pp. 167, 237 and 273 of his “Post- 
humous Work’’).. He prophesied that all things de- 
scribed in Revelation would take place before 1914. 
_ This was later changed to 1915, later to 1918, and still 
| later to 1925. He prophesied that all churches, schools, 
banks and governments would be completely destroyed” 

by October, 1914. This date was later corrected to 1925. 

On page 99 in volume 2 of his works, he states, “The 

final end of the kingdoms of this world... will be 

accomplished by the end of A. D. 1914.” This man 
deceived hundreds of thousands by his personal and 
printed ministry. 
; Another would-be prophetess came ‘to the front in 

- 1924 in the person of Mrs. Rowan, a Seventh-day ad- 
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vocate, who made herself conspicuous by prophesying 
that the Lord would come on Feb: 6, 1925. This was 
broadcasted all over the world; and when the day went 
by and nothing happened, the subject oftthe coming of 
the Lord was brought into derision and contempt. 

Theosophy has its false prophets, and so have other 
branches of occultism. And the Modernist preacher, 
prophesying smooth things—‘peace, peace, when there 
is no peace’’—and foretelling the coming of a man- 
made Utopia, the product of psychology and social 
science, is surely a false prophet. God tells us His 
Word is like a fire and like a hammer that breaks the 
rock to pieces, but these false prophets do their best 
to quench the fire and put pads on the hammer. 


Another sign foretold by Christ is distress of na- 
tions. Mr. E. L. Langston has pointed out, “There 
were 41 royal dynasties in the world in 1914; and in 
seven years 24 thrones collapsed, including three of the 
greatest empires of the world. To-day there are only 
17 royal dynasties left.” Dictators are the order of the 
day. Mussolini, Italy’s superman, is purposing to re- 
store the Roman Empire at any cost—and the cost may 
mean bloody wars ahead. eo 44 

Christ also prophesied of “men’s hearts failing them 
for fear”’ Mr. Bonar Law, when premier of Great 
Britain, said to Mr. Stanley Baldwin, the present pre- 
mier, that he regarded the situation of Europe as hope- 
less and it weighed upon him day and night. He said 
he could see no way through it. 

David Lloyd George, when speaking of “might” rul- 
ing instead of “right,” threw up his arms, exclaiming, 
“T am baffled—I am baffled.” He is also attributed 
with saying, “Civilization is doomed within this genera- 


THE CoMING TRAVAIL 29 


tion to a catastrophe such as the world has never 
known.” In the House of Commons he recently de- 
clared, “I can not say what is going to happen to the 
world. I am alarmed. I will go so far as to say I am 
frightened at what will happen.” H. G. Wells, the his- 
torian, has said, ‘“We have come to the crossroads and 
no one knows the way out.” Lord Robert Cecil, one of 
England’s greatest statesmen, has declared, “The whole 
world is threatened by economic disaster, terribly seri- 
ous and incredibly imminent. I read the papers with 
growing uneasiness. Things appear to be drifting 
steadily towards disaster. . . . I believe we are head- 
ing straight for one of the greatest disasters that has 
ever come upon mankind.” 

Thinking men cannot but see that there is a rising 
flood of judgment. There is a question in Scripture 
that we would all do well to put to ourselves, “If thou 
hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, 
then how canst thou contend with horses? and if in the 
land of peace wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, 
then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?” 
What will you do when the floods of judgment sweep 
over this doomed world? Praise God, there is an Ark. 
Jesus Christ is God’s refuge from the coming storm. 
Happy the man who knows the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the cleansing of His all-blotting-out blood. There is 
salvation in no other name than His. But woe to the 
man outside of this, God’s only refuge, when the sudden 
destruction foretold of old overwhelms this earth. 

On the evening of April 14, 1928, in the city of West 
Plains, Missouri, a dance was being held-in a hall above 
a garage. To quote a newspaper report, “It was nearly 
midnight, the orchestra was slashing away at a lively 


-When men will be saying, “Peace and safety,’ then 


popular air, the floor vibrated a little under the rhythmic ~ 
sway of a hundred feet. A few couples still loitered 
outside after a ten minutes’ intermission. A deafening 
roar, a burst of flame that lit the sky, and the floor that 
held a half hundred dancers was shot toward the ceil- 
ing, and a moment later there crashed into*the garage 
below a flaming mass of timbers, bricks and stones, and 
boys and girls. Men and women sank, locked in each 
others embrace, into a fiery cauldron. Girls were torn 
from the arms of their escorts to die, while men, 
scorched and bleeding clawed their way to safety. In 
an instant it was a seething hell. Men to-night told of 
the shrieks of women heard above the crackling of 
flames—shrieks that pierced men’s souls for a second 
or two—then a gasp, and death. 


“Thirty-nine charred and mangled bodies, side by 
side in two undertakers’ morgues, are mute witnesses to 
this little city’s most staggering tragedy. A coroner’s’ 
jury said the explosion was due to gasoline vapors in 
the garage below. ... ” 

“Terrible!” many say. But a disaster a million times 
more terrible will one day overtake this world, when 
everywhere men and women will be as complacent as 
were those dancers a few minutes before the explosion. 


according to God’s Word, “sudden destruction cometh.” 
To the child of God, a glorious hope; but to those who 
have let His offer of mercy go unheeded, who have 
neglected this great salvation, an unspeakable tragedy. 


III 
THE COMING APOSTASY 


Men look for conditions in the world to improve. 
God’s Word is in contradiction to this view. It de- 
clares that evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse. Because iniquity shall abound the love of many 
shall wax cold. Paul warns us that the day of Christ 
shall not come except there be a falling away first. 

At the death of Moses the Lord spoke to Joshua, 
giving him a gracious promise of His presence with 
him and instructing him, “This book of the law shall 
not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein; for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success.”* Joshua took heed to the word of | 
God, and we read that Israel served God during all the 
days of this patriarch and of the elders who outlived 
him. 

Then there came a great falling away. What was the 
cause? They forsook the Lord God of their fathers 
and followed the gods of the people that were round 
about them and bowed themselves down to their idols. 
They ceased to believe and obey God’s law and every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes. They set 
aside God’s standard and preferred to live by their own. 
That is apostasy. 


* Joshua 1:8 
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The result was, God sold them into the hands of their 
enemies; and though from time to time He raised up 
judges to deliver them from those who spoiled them, 
“yet they did not hearken unto their judges, but they 
went a whoring after other gods.” This is the inevit- 
able trend of all apostasy, which leads to idolatry and 
worshiping of the demons that are back of the idols 
worshiped. 

In the coming apostasy we shall see a revival of idol- 
atry. In the judgment of the sixth trumpet, spoken 
of in the ninth chapter of Revelation, we read that “the 
men... repented not of the works of their hands, 
that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, 
and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which 
neither can see, nor hear, nor walk.’ A short while 
ago the writer was in the city of Chicago and was struck 
by the display of idols that were for sale in the center 
aisles of the large down-town stores. He went to a 
ten-cent store and was amazed to see a huge number 
of idols made in the image of Buddha, and a clerk was 
calling out, “All the latest craze, buy an idol and some 
incense to burn to it, ten cents only!” 

Many times since then we have, gone into homes 
where there were idols of Buddha and incense burners, 
and when we have protested, people have said, “We 
like the smell of the incense.” In China when a man 
becomes a Christian the first thing he does is to cleanse 
out all the idols from his home. But in so-called 
Christian America the people are bringing the idols 
to their homes and opening the way for the idolatry 
of the future. Back of each idol is demon power, and 
back of the demon power is the prince of the demon 
orders, Satan himself. 
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Nebuchadnezzar the king made a great image of gold 
in the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon, and 
commanded that all men should worship it. But there 
were certain Jews who would not. Their lot was to be 
cast into a burning fiery furnace, but the Lord pre- 
served them and they came out of the ordeal without 
a hair of their head singed and with a fresh revelation 
of the Son of God who had come into the fiery furnace 
to have a little fellowship with them. It is no surprise 
to read in the Revelation of the one who is coming, who 
will make an image to the world ruler of his day, who is 
called by the Holy Ghost “the beast.” The priest who 
erects this idol can do more than Nebuchadnezzar, for 
he ‘‘has power to give life unto the image of the beast, 
that the image of the beast should both speak, and 
cause as many as would not worship the image of the 
beast to be killed.”* And the majority of men will be 
so far from the faith of God that they will be ready for 
this idolatry as much as the children of Israel were in 
the days of the judges, and as much as the whole world 
was in the days of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Weare already seeing a landslide of apostasy. What 
is the cause? Disregard for the Word of God. Un- 
dermine the authority of God’s Word, substitute instead 
of it the hypothesis of materialistic evolution, and the 
rest iS easy. 

This apostasy is making itself evident in the disin- 
tegration of the churches. Dr. H. Carroll writes in the 
Christian Advocate of July 7, 1927: “The churches are 
sustaining losses of membership that are appalling in 
extent. . . . Amusements and recreations seem to draw 
more strongly than the church now. Another fact has 


* Rev. 13:15 
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an influence in this connection—the churches themselves 
are becoming careless and indifferent, finding it easier 
to drop members from the roll than to keep them or to 
restore them to it. The churches . . . are not yet fully 
awake to the appalling extent to which their losses are 
tending.” He tells us that the Congregationalists are 
losing thirty thousand members every year. In the 
Methodist Episcopal Church they hardly like to admit 
their losses, but in the column for “non-resident-inac- 
tive” there are nearly four hundred and six thousand. 
The United Lutheran Church has had a loss of member- 
ship in the last seven years of sixty-four thousand four 
hundred and fifty-nine. The Protestant Episcopal 
Church estimates the loss in that church from “disap- 
pearing communicants” at about twenty-two thousand 
a year. Inthe North Baptist Convention, Dr. Chas. A. 
Walker, editor of the American Year Book, states 
that losses from “erasure” were “appalling.” Some 
who have been dropped from the rolls are subsequently 
restored, “but all too many are lost from the church 
forever.” Dr. Carroll sums up his article by saying, 
“The church, the body of Christ, is apparently running 
down hill. . . . If we are losing thousands of valuable 
members, with the possibility of larger losses in the near 
future, it is certainly not too late to call upon God in 
repentance for our negligence and indifference and to 
‘repent and do the first works.’ ” 

How are things inside the church? Dr. G. W. Rid- 
out wrote recently of a visit to a Methodist conference: 
“I have just returned from the annual conference sick 
at heart and quite pessimistic concerning Methodism. 
Coue’s formula would have to be somewhat revised to 
express the condition spiritually—-‘Day by day in every 
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4 way it is getting worse and worse.’ The conference put 
4 their whole-hearted stamp of approval upon modern 
a theology that rules out Christ, the supernatural, the 
work of the Holy Ghost, everything that is near and 
7 dear to the heart of one who has been in contact with 
| the only-begotten Son of God.” 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, the well-known Bap- 
tist preacher of New York, has written: “The virgin 
birth is not to be accepted as an historical fact. To 
believe in virgin birth as an explanation of great per- 
sonality is one of the familiar ways in which the ancient 
world was accustomed to account for unusual superior- 
ity. Especially is this true of the founders of great 
religions.”* He has also written, “There is a deadly 
unreality in our thought of a miracle. Prevalent re- 
; ligious thought has taught the modern man to put mira- 
cle and law in contradiction.”’> 


\ 
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In the Presbyterian recently there appeared a vigor- 
ous protest against a questionnaire that has been sent 
out by the Union Theological Seminary of New York, 
formerly a Presbyterian institution, but now independ- 
ent, but having a great influence in the Presbyterian 
Church. The following questions were given to the 
young people of the Central Presbyterian Church in 
| Montclair, N. J., and were doubtless intended for other 
; churches as well: “Do you think of God as rather 
vague, like a spirit or ghost? Do you think of God 
mainly as a myth in which people used to believe, but 
which is pretty well outgrown to-day? Is it certain 
on the night when Jesus was born angels sang to shep- 
herds and a new star shone? Was Jesus crucified be- 


* “Shall the Fundamentalists Win?” 
' + “Modern Use of the Bible,” page 154 
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cause He expressed opinion on religious and social 
questions which were regarded by the authorities as 
radical and dangerous? Did Jesus feed five thousand 
people? Did Jesus refuse to condemn a prostitute? 
Did Jesus ever break the law of the Sabbath? Did 
Jesus ever call respected leaders, snakes, and literally 
damn them to hell?” Mr. Stephen S. Mershon, mem- 
ber of this church in Montclair, says of these questions, 
“They are obviously intended to unsettle the untrained 
minds of our youth with doubts based upon scholarship, 
as well as the living experience of the Christian church 
during all the centuries of the Christian era.” The 
Presbyterian says, “All these questions show a violent 
and covert attack upon the holiness of God the Father 
and of our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . Let the evangelical 
church awake to the bold determination of Modernism 
to destroy the gospel and ruin souls.” 

At a meeting of the Men’s Church League held in 
February, 1928, in New York City, it was stated that 
thirty-two per cent of the Presbyterian, Methodist and 
Baptist churches in America had failed to secure a 
single addition upon profession of faith during 1927. 
This was no haphazard guess; the League had gone to 
great pains to be exact. If this proportion holds true 
for other denominations, and doubtless it does, 64,000 
out of the total 200,000 Protestant churches in Amer- 
ica failed to secure a single convert in 1927. Of the 
remaining churches it was found that many had only 
one or two additions. If all the facts had come out, a 
great many churches would have had to report de- 
creases. 

In the issue of World’s Work for May, 1927, there 
appeared the first of a series of articles by Homer Croy, 


: 
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bearing the title, “Atheism Beckons to Our Youth.” 
This article told of the activities of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism in schools and 
colleges, and stated that already in eighteen of the best 
known universities (including the University of Roches- 
ter and the University of Chicago, two well-known 
Baptist institutions) atheist clubs have been formed. 
Mr. Freeman Hopwood, the secretary of the Atheist 
Association, told Mr. Croy, “The beauty of it is that 
we have so many atheists on the college faculties in 
America. But of course they cannot say much about it, 
as they would be thrown out, and then where would 
their living come from? But they encourage the stu- 
dents all they can. As the movement grows, professors 
will become more and more open in their private be- 
liefs.” 

Referring to the “Damned Souls,” an organization 
of student atheists in the University of Rochester, Mr. 
Hopwood said, “Atheists have not long, doleful faces, 
and are not afraid of a whiskered old man up in the 
sky somewhere who is going to strike them dead.” Re- 
ferring to a society in Los Angeles known as the 
“Devil’s Angels,’ Mr. Hopwood said, “We don’t care 
what they call themselves as long as they knock the 
fear of God out from the people and tell the truth about 
that cesspool of Asiatic superstition, the so-called holy 
Bible.” Mr. Hopwood further told Mr. Croy, “A 
splendid help to us in our work are the scientists of 
America. We sent out a questionnaire to the scientists 
recently and found that seventy-five per cent are ag- 
nostics and atheists. Agnostic is as strong a word as 
many of them will commit themselves to on paper, but 
personally they will tell you they are atheists—in other 
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words, have gone beyond the period of doubt and have 
decided that as far as the evidence goes there is no 
God and no future life.” 

The International Advertising Association not ace 
ago sent out a questionnaire to the undergraduates of 
the different colleges throughout the country. Here are 
the answers from one thousand undergraduates in Dart- 
mouth College in New Hampshire—the center of New 
England’s modern culture: 

1. Do you believe in God? Yes, 763; no, 188; un- 
decided, 69. : 

2. Do you believe in senmiostality? Yes, 380; no, 
548; undecided, 92. 

3. Do you believe in prayer as a means of personal 
relationship with God? Yes, 423; no, 527; undecided, 
70. 

4, Do you believe Jesus was divine as no other man 
was divine? Yes, 330; no, 638; undecided, 70. 

5. Do you regard the Bible as inspired in a sense 
that no other literature could be said to be inspired? 
Yes, 245; no, 731; undecided, 44. : 

6. Are you an active member of any church? Yes, 
455; no, 578; undecided, 7. 

7, Do you regularly attend any religious services? 
Yes, 326; no, 679; undecided, 7. 

8. Were you brought up in a religious home? Yes, 
828; no, 185; undecided, 7. 

9. Do you think that religion in some form is a 
necessary element of life for the individual and the 
community? Yes, 858; no, 132; undecided, 30. 

We have referred to conditions in America. How 


about those in other countries? An article appeared 
in the April, 1927, issue of Dawn, by D. M. Panton, on 
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“Youth and the Churches.” In this article he showed 
that in 1906 there were 6,516,085 scholars attending 


Sunday schools in Great Britain. During the past 
- twenty years the population has increased, but in 1926 


there were only 4,741,912 children attending—a de- 
crease of one and three quarter millions, or a decline 
of thirty per cent. The editor comments that if the 
same ratio of decrease continues, “Sunday schools will 
be extinct in England in less than fifty years. Mani- 
festly it is not little children, but parents, who are re- 
sponsible for the dying Sunday schools.” 


One cause for this undoubtedly is that the ministry, 
instead of being filled with a passion for souls, is con- 
sumed with a spirit of worldliness. Mr. Panton quotes 
one well-known minister writing in a leading religious 
paper in England, “To-day I do not know one preacher 

_who does not go to the theater.” 

Writing in the Christian Herald of London, Feb. 8, 
1928, Mr. Frederic P. Wood states: “The churches of 
England and Wales lost last year 122,762 scholars; the 
year before the loss was 66,439. Ever since 1906 things 
have been going badly. In that year the churches were 
numerically at their highest point, but ever since they 
have been on a slippery slope. This leakage is going 


on in spite of the population growing by at least 200,- 


000 every year. The Joss in twenty years in the Epis- 
copal church in England and Wales is 1,012,992 schol- 
ars and 25,246 teachers. What is to happen then to 
the churches? Such facts spell ultimate doom.” 

In the days of Jeremiah, King Jehoikim deliberately 
used a pen knife to cut out three or four leaves of the 
roll which Baruch had written from the inspired mouth 
of Jeremiah. And exactly the same thing is happening 
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to-day. At the annual meeting of the Congregational 
Union for England and Wales, Francis Wrigley, the 
chairman, openly advocated the cutting out of a large 
portion of the scriptures from the Bible, the revision 
to be made ‘‘on the new lines furnished by science and 
historical criticism.” This man is just one of many 
who have succumbed to the atheism of science false- 
ly so called and to the infidelity of historical criticism. 
Man would try to improve the Bible by cutting out 
the stories of creation and of the fall, eliminating all 
miracles, especially those of the virgin birth and the 
resurrection of Christ. But they need to be reminded 
of the fate of Jehoiakim. He who cut out a portion 
of God’s Word was himself cut off from all Israel, his 
dead body was “buried with the burial of an ass, thrown 
and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.” 


We believe that the words found in the last chapter 
of the Bible refer to the whole prophetic scriptures, 
and God declares of them, “If any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of life and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which are written in 
this book.’’* dak 

The following appeared in the British Weekly, per- 
haps the best known religious paper published in Great 
Britain, on October 13, 1927: “If a census was taken 
of church attendance the figures would be so sensa- 
tional that in order to avoid discouragement and panic 
it would be wiser not to print them. An even more 
disquieting fact is that the small existing congregations 
are extremely elderly. The Bishop of Worcester says 
that whereas his predecessors used to ordain 150 priests 
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in a day, he in the course of eight years has only or- 
dained thirty-five. The fact is that the pulpit has lost 
its power and authority because it has lost its certainty. 
A well-known Presbyterian minister has written a book 
in which he says of some of the gospel stories that they 
‘are simply “Arabian Nights” inventions.’ Before the 
war faith in the orthodox creeds of Christianity was 
cooling. Since the war it seems to have almost vanished. 
In many of the countries of Europe, Protestantism is 
fighting for its life. Roman Catholicism is showing 
astounding gains. For instance, in Germany 88 Prot- 
estant institutions closed in 1923, while in the five years 
before that date, the Roman Catholic Church opened 
700 institutions. We stumble along with hasty exped- 
ients and desperate experiments, and dope ourselves 
with pious anaesthetics.” 

In France there is very little vital faith and for the 
most part it is a country of atheists. M. Briand, their 
famous premier, declared at one time, “We have driven 
Jesus Christ out of the army, the navy, the schools, the 
hospitals, lunatic asylums, and the orphanages; we 
must now drive Him out of the state altogether.” D. 
M. Panton recently wrote, “The word ‘God’ is ex- 
punged from every school book in France.” Atheism 
is on the increase in Germany. The 1925 census shows 
that persons professing no religion increased from 200,- 
000 in 1910 to 1,551,000 in 1925. Of these, 640,000 
were women. 

Dr. John Carruthers was recently lecturing in Los 
Angeles after an eighteen months’ visit to Russia, Tur- 
key and Mesopotamia. Dr. Carruthers declared, in a 
statement published in the Los Angeles Times, that 
Russia is ineradicably anti-God and that never before 
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has there been a movement undertaken to de-religion- 
ize the world as is now being undertaken there. He 
stated that in the Soviet republic there are to-day six 
million men and women committed by oath to destroy 
the religious impulse in life. There are two million 
young people in the anti-Christ crusade; and there are 
three or four million children, from ages seven to six- 
teen, being indoctrinated in the teachings of atheism. 

And so it is throughout the world. The authority of 
God’s Word is everywhere being set aside and the new 
standard has taken its place, the standard of everyone 
doing that which is right in his own eyes. And this, 
it will be seen, will be the prelude to open idolatry, to 
the worship of the coming “beast.” For the Word 
tells us, “All that dwell upon the earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the book of life 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”* 
And men will worship the dragon—Satan himselfi—who 
will give his power to the “beast.” 

Men have the choice of worshiping God and His Son 
now, or later worshiping the dragon and his protege, 
the beast. 

We are reminded of Joshua’s last siete to Israel, 
“If it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you 
this day whom ye will serve; but as for me and ay. 
house, we will serve the Lord.” 
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LV. 
THE COMING LAWLESS ONE 


In the last chapter we referred to the lawlessness 
and apostasy in Israel that took place after the death 
of Joshua and the elders who outlived him. God 
raised up judges from time to time who delivered them 
from their spoilers. The last of these judges, Samuel, 
was the greatest of them all. But the people did not 
care for the form of government God had ordained 
for them, and they demanded, “Give us a king to judge 
us.” When Samuel prayed about this, the Lord said 
to him: “They have not rejected thee, but they have re- 
jected Me that I should not reign over them.” Though 
Samuel warned the people against the new move, “nev- 
ertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Sam- 
uel; and they said, Nay, but we will have a king over 
us, that we also may be like all the nations.” 

They got their king, “a choice young man; and there 
was not among the children of Israel a goodlier person 
than he; from his shoulders and upward he was higher 
than any of the people.” 

This man of the goodly appearance, Saul, the son 
of Kish, soon developed to be a willful king. He be- 
gan well but ended ill. We find him at the beginning 
of his career among the prophets of God and at the 
end with the witch of Endor. And the Word shows 
that God destroyed him for the transgression of con- 
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sulting one that had a familiar spirit.* Incidentally we 
might say we believe that there is something ominously 
prophetic in the latter end of this king. «God knew the 
unspeakable evil of spiritualism, or demonism as it 
might be rightly called, and for the good of His people 
commanded that they should not suffer a witch or 
medium to live among them.} Spiritualism, or the con- 
sulting with those who have familiar spirits, is a re- 
ligion that is being revived to-day and is being patron- 
ized by many who are counted the great men of earth. 
Back of the demons who control those who have fa- 
miliar spirits, is the dragon—that old serpent, called the 
devil and Satan. And through the mediums or witches 
of to-day he is denying every fundamental of the faith 
—especially the atoning work of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

Saul rejected the Word of God and so God rejected 
him. An evil spirit possessed and controlled him. The 
outstanding sin of Saul’s life was the destruction of 
the priests at Nob. It will be remembered how Ahime- 
lech befriended David, and this so angered Saul that 
he destroyed Nob, the city of the priests, and all its in- 
habitants, the priests, their wives and their children.t 

God has clearly set forth in His Word what is called 
by the Holy Ghost “the gospel of the kingdom.” In 
the second Psalm He declares prophetically, “Yet have 
I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion.” This King 
—the Lord Jesus Christ—the heir of Abraham and the 
heir of David, came to this earth but was despised and 
rejected of men. Pilate sensed that He was a King 
and inquired of Him concerning this, receiving from 
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Him the word, ‘To this end was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth.” But when Pilate said to the Jews, 
“Shall I crucify your King?” they said, “We have no 
king but Caesar.”* And since they rejected their King 
and His divine government the Jews have had plenty 
of Caesar and human government. And the history 
of Caesar and human government has been a terrible 
record of Jew-baiting. 

But He who was rejected by men is declared by God 
to be the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, and He will show Him forth as 
such in His own good time. 

It was the Lord Jesus who warned the Jews, and 
this warning is passed on to all mankind—‘“I am come 
in My Father’s name and ye receive Me not; if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive.” 

Men are little interested in the gospel of the kingdom 
of God. They know not that Jesus has been designated 
King of kings. They cry for a super-man, one who can 
govern not merely a nation, but the whole of the na- 
tions leagued together, and thus insure peace. This 
man will be forthcoming and will doubtless be like Saul, 
a choice man and a goodly, so goodly in the eyes of the 
world that he will be the source of their admiration— 
they will all wonder after him. 

At the beginning of his career, like Saul, we may 
count on finding him among the prophets—not the true 
prophets of God, but the false. Even if he were found 
among the true prophets, as Judas among the eleven 
disciples of the Lord, the fact that the man will be un- 
der the control of Satan will soon be manifest. For 
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we find that out of the abundance of his corrupt heart 
this “beast” king will speak, and from his mouth will 
come blasphemies against God and those who belong 
to Him. _ 

Reference was made to Saul’s being moved by an 
evil spirit, causing the death of the priests and their 
households at Nob. Satan will control this coming 
“beast,” and it is written of him, “It was given unto 
him to make war with the saints and to overcome 
them.”* 

Nebuchadnezzar, at the beginning of the times of the 
Gentiles, demanded unity of worship. There could be 
only one religion. To this end he erected an image and 
demanded that all worship it. In like manner will the 
“beast,” the last Gentile universal king or emperor, 
countenance but one religion. Men must worship him 
and the image that his priest will erect for him. And 
all the world will worship the beast and the dragon 
who inspires him. In the days of Darius, who headed 
the Medo-Persian empire that succeeded the Babylon- 
ian, there was a law given forth that for thirty days 
no man should petition any god or man save the king. 
One man refused to obey that law, and was cast into the 
lions’ den. 

When the third universal empire arose, Alexander, 
its head, began at once to “put his autocracy beyond 
challenge by creating himself a god.” The rulers of 
the fourth great world empire—the Roman—did the 
same. One universal religion, emperor worship, was 
insisted upon in early Rome, and because the saints 
of the early church refused to join in this worship, 
millions of them sealed their testimony with their blood. 


* Rev. 13:7 
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At the beginning of the Roman era, “to dispute the di- 
vinity of the emperor was considered the worst impiety. 
The Christians could not but come under condemna- 
tion because they disputed this divinity, and as a result 
torrents of Christian blood marked Rome’s unsparing 
vengeance.”’ 


Men to-day are seeking a united religion. To this 
end a great conference was held in Lausanne in 1927. 
The Roman Catholics were about the only notable ab- 
sentees from all the great ecclesiastical bodies and de- 
nominations. A plea for unity was so urgent that the 
pope had to send forth an encyclical to the effect that 


‘there could be perfect unity of all only on the terms 


of Rome—that the denominations would come back to 
the “mother church.” 

Many Protestants are so eager to see one great world 
church that they are willing to sacrifice any convictions 
they may have held in time past. One great united 
church is the goal for which thousands are aiming. 

In the days of the coming “beast” king they will 
strive to have a united worship just as in the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and it will be emperor worship as in 
the days of the Roman rulers. But there will be some 
who will protest. Three notable protestants lived in 
the days of Nebuchadnezzar. In the days of the Roman 
emperors there were ten million Christian protestants 
who sealed their testimony with their blood. And there 
will be many in the days of the coming “beast” king. 
This coming monster will not leave them alone. The 
Word says, “It was given unto him to make war with 
the saints—and to overcome them.” The Word fur- 
ther shows, “And all that dwell upon the earth shall 
worship him, whose names are not written in the book 
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of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.” However, these saints who are overcome, who 
will be beheaded for the witness of Jesus and the Word 
of God, who refuse to worship the “beast” and to have 
his mark upon their foreheads, will be raised up of God 
in a very short season, and shall live and reign with 
Christ a thousand years. 

Joseph, after the great famine of his day, became 
from his lofty position in Egypt a dictator controlling 
the whole of the world’s food supply. And the beast 
that is coming will have the same control. During the 
war each country engaged its own food controller, but 
the food controller that is yet to come will have con- 
trol not only of national resources but of the interna- 
tional food supplies. None, whether small or great, 
rich or poor, free or bond, will be able to buy any food 
or other commodity save he that is willing to receive 
a mark in his right hand or in his forehead. 

The career of Saul, the willful king, came to an end 
when he fell in battle against the Philistines, sore 
wounded by the archers. He took a sword and fell 
on it, but an Amalekite, one of the nation he was told 
to slay utterly, completed the slaying. The coming 
“beast” will also fall in battle, and he with the false 
prophet who aids him will be cast alive into a lake of 
fire burning with brimstone. What will be the fate of 
those who shall have followed him? This was foretold 
by the angel who declared, “The same shall drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of His indignation, and he shall 
be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence 
of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.”* 


* Rey. 14:10 
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To-day some are questioning whether Mussolini will 
turn out to be the willful king whose coming is pre- 
dicted. That he is willful is beyond question, and he 
is undoubtedly the strongest character that has risen 
in Europe since the days of Napoleon. 

When he recently demanded that all “organizations 
of Italian youth must be under Fascist rule,” requiring 
that all Roman Catholic organizations for youth be 
disbanded within thirty days, it was said, “The Italian 
king will exert himself in defense of the Italian con- 
stitution, or abdicate,” and the well-known publicist, 
Arthur Brisbane, shrewdly remarked that “if the king 
did abdicate, Mussolini would take his job.” 

Mussolini holds the office of prime minister, minister 
for foreign affairs, minister of the interior, of war, of 
marine, or aviation, and of corporations—that is seven 
out of the thirteen cabinet posts, and we may yet see 
him emperor, for his colossal energy is bent on a com- 
plete revival of the Roman empire. He says, “We 
wish to render Rome great, as it was in the golden age 
—our goal is this empire.” He is reviving the absolute 
autocracy of old Rome. In spite of not having the full 
favor of the Vatican, it is said that the Jesuits, ever 
greedy for extra power, are back of Mussolini. And he 
expects to use the influence of the Roman Catholic 
Church to further his ends, for he has said, “What an 
absurd mistake it would be to ignore such a moral power 
as that of the Roman Catholic Church, a power two 
thousand years old and with an influence, daily increas- 
ing, over four hundred million souls.”* 

Mussolini is quite unique in many of his utterances, 
He said, “The rising faith must be intolerant.” “TI 
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would enter into alliance at this moment with the devil 
himself, with Antichrist, if that would give this poor 
country tranquillity.” “If the Eternal Father were to 
say to me, ‘I am your Friend,’ I would put up my fist 
to Him.” 

Though many prophetic students question the possi- 
bility of Mussolini being the willful king, it is felt by 
some that he is the forerunner preparing the way for 
him. : 

John told us concerning the “beast” that is to come, 
that he is one who shall “ascend from the bottomless 
pit.” He says, “There are seven kings; five are fallen, 
one is, and the other is not yet come.” And some are 
wondering if Mussolini will not turn out to be the sev- 
enth of these kings. There will be an eighth king, but 
-John tells us that the “eighth is of the seventh”—that 
is, the coming “beast” king is one of the seven kings 
come to life again, his death wound healed. 

In the early church it was believed that this willful 
king who would ascend from the pit would be none oth- 
er than Nero, the bloodiest of all of the Roman em- 
perors. The early fathers, including Chrysostom, Cyril, 
Tertullian and Jerome, all thought that Nero would be 
the Antichrist. Nero was responsible for the death of 
both Peter and Paul, the two boldest witnesses of the 
gospel in his day, and if he should come to life again 
it would be no small wonder if he would endeavor to 
put out of the way the two witnesses whom God will 
send during the time of his reign to perform special 
miracles and to smite the earth with plagues during the 
forty-two months of their witness. 

Samuel Wilkinson, speaking on the coming of the 
Lord, said the following: “The longer I live the more 
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certain I am concerning the certainties of the prophetic 
scriptures and the more uncertain concerning the un-— 
certainties.” We believe that the question of whether 


Mussolini will be the willful king is among the uncer- 
tainties, and it will be well for us to leave the realm of 
speculation concerning this very interesting person and 
turn again to the certainties of God’s Word. It is cer- 
tain this age will be climaxed with the coming of this 
“beast” king. And it is certain that his career will be 
cut off by the coming of the King of kings, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is further certain that a separation 
is coming, the tares to the burning, the wheat to the 
heavenly garners.* And it is certain there will be an 
eternal separation, for the Judge has already given 
forth His word to those who reject Him, “Whither I 
go ye cannot come.”7 And there is certainty in a word 
spoken by John the Baptist which the Holy Ghost has 
preserved for us: “He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”f 


* Mait. 13:30, 40 7 John 8:21 ¢John 3:36 
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When King Saul failed to obey God, the prophet 
Samuel declared to him, “Thy kingdom shall not con- 
tinue; the Lord hath sought Him a man after His own 
heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be cap- 
tain over His people.” Samuel was sent down to Beth- 
lehem to anoint David, the youngest son of the house 
of Jesse, to be king over Israel. 

Did David come to the throne immediately he was 
anointed? Not by any means. The approbation 
brought to him through the killing of Goliath stirred 
the envy of Saul, and he was soon an outcast and a 
fugitive. 

And so with Jesus Christ. Though chosen of God 
to sit as King upon His holy hill of Zion, when He 
walked through this earth He was despised and rejected 
of men. He was content however to wait the time pre- 
scribed of His Father before ascending the throne of 
David. The sin problem had first to be solved. Before 
He showed Himself as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
delivering His people from their enemies and from 
the hand of all who hate them, He first had to be mani- 
fested as the Lamb of God bearing away the sin of the 
world. At Golgotha, the place of a skull, the place 
that spoke loudly of the death that followed in the trail 
of sin, He tasted death for every man. But this One 
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whom man rejected and slew, God raised from the dead 
and has exalted Him at His right hand to be prince 
(ruler) of the kings of the earth.* 

When in exile David made his headquarters in the 
cave of Adullam, and those who were in distress, in 
debt, and discontented, resorted to him there. The 
thirty-fourth Psalm gives us a glimpse of David among 
his company of contemptibles. At this time he was not 
only an outcast from Israel, but even the Gentile king 
Abimelech had driven him away. 

We see him here inspiring the faith of those who 
were sharing his sufferings. Is he murmuring or com- 
plaining about his lot? Not a bit of it. Listen to him 
as he declares, “I will bless the Lord at all times; His 
praise shall continually be in my mouth.” He calls 
upon them all, “Oh, magnify the Lord with me and let 
us exalt His name together.” He exhorts his distressed 
followers to “fear the Lord,’ and assures them that 
“though the lions do lack and suffer hunger, they that 
seek the Lord shall not want any good.” He tells these 
“children,” as he calls them, that he will teach them the 
fear of the Lord, and instructs them, “Keep thy tongue 
from evil and thy lips from speaking guile. Depart 
‘from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” 
Every word of counsel he gave them is full of power, 
and it is no wonder that the members of that “raga- 
muffin army” became mighty men of valor. 

These are Adullam days for great David’s greater 
Son, who is destined to be King of kings and Lord of 
lords. In these days when He is despised and rejected, 
He is drawing to Himself a company of foolish, weak, 
base, despised are-nots. He is inviting every down- 
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and-out, up-and-out, and out-and-out sinner to enlist in 
His offscouring army. And shut in with Him who 


a is for the most part rejected by Jew and Gentile, what 
ee wonderful things are learned, what inspiration He gives 
ie us to praise and magnify our God! There is no one 
& who can inspire faith like this outcast One. He who 
: assures us that He can keep a continuous cafeteria open 
‘ for the sparrows, and a free clothing establishment for 
= the lilies, will not fail to take care of those who seek 
e first His kingdom and righteousness. This outcast One 
3 has provided a manual of discipline in the New Testa- 
q ment that, if given heed to, will make an overcoming 


giant out of every weak and deformed pigmy who will 
enlist'in His army. He assures His willing volunteers 
that if they suffer with Him awhile they shall reign 
with Him forever. 


7 


The heavenly cave of Adullam is open day and night, 
and men and women may enlist in the army at any hour. 
And if they do so, they can be assured that every need 
for spirit, soul, and body, will be provided for. For 
there is no man that has left house, or brethren, or sis- 
ters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for Christ’s sake and the gospel’s, but he shall 
: receive a hundredfold—that is, ten thousand per cent— 
: now in this time, houses and brethren, and sisters, and 
i and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions 
for character training; and in the age to come eternal 
life. 

There came a time when some acknowledged David 
’ as king. But still he was rejected by the majority of 
f Israel. Those were the days of great wars and con- 
4 flicts, but the time came when he was accepted as king 
by all Israel. However, after awhile, a usurper was 
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on the throne and most of the people followed him. 
David was once again in exile. But a few remained 
loyal to David. Absalom the usurper was dealt with 
and destroyed, and the disheartened people said to one 
another, “Now therefore, speak ye not a word of bring- 
ing the king back?” And to the priests especially was the 
word of rebuke spoken, “Why are ye the last to bring 
the king back to his house ?” 

A time came after the Spirit of God was outpoured 
on the Day of Pentecost that a few acknowledged Jesus 
Christ as Lord and as the blessed and only Potentate. 
For many years there were times of conflict and many 
were martyred. Then in the days of Constantine of 
Rome there was an almost universal acknowledgment 
of His Lordship. But dark days have followed, and 
save for a faithful few, the majority of the people are 
not loyal to the King. These days will be climaxed by 
the coming of an arch usurper. His triumph, however, 
will be for a very brief period. Some of us are quite 
concerned about bringing the King back. It is a sad 
thing that many of the priests, those who are counted 
His ministers, are the last to use any effort to bring 
the King back to His house. 

Faith is given a continuous foreview of things to 
come in the Word of God. Isaiah lived in the midst 
of apostasy and greatly bemoaned the fact. King Uz- 
ziah, who was a contemporary of Isaiah, began his reign 
well, but he lamentably failed God in his latter days and 
died a leper. But in the year that he died Isaiah was 
given a vision of another on the throne. It was none 
other than the Lord. The prophet was enabled to fore- 
tell the coming of this King to earth: “Behold a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name 
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Emmanuel.” It was so real to him that he could de- 
clare, “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given; and the government shall be upon His shoulders ; 
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for- 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 

In the midst of the apostasy in which Jeremiah lived, 
the word of the Lord came to him, “Behold the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, 
and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.” 

Micah tells us that in the last days He will come 
and “shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; na- 
tions shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.’ Zechariah tells us, 
“The Lord shall be King over all the earth.” 

He who was despised and rejected of men, who made 
Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form 
of a servant, who humbled Himself and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross, shall be 
exalted far above all; for God has ordained that at the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow, those in heaven, 
and on earth, and those under the earth. As David 
Baron has put it, “He will be King, not only in virtue 
of His being the Son of God, in whose coming and 
reign the long-promised rule of God Himself on this 
earth shall at last be realized in the fullest possible 


pets a 
an, 


aS ep het alana g ene var 


THE CoMING oF THE REJECTED ONE 57 


measure, but by reason of His being the Son of man— 
the second Adam—the appointed Lord of creation, in 
whom the original purpose of God in the creation of 
man and of the world shall be fulfilled, and as the Son 
of David, in whom all the promises of the Messianic 
Kingdom are centered, before whose birth it was an- 
nounced by the angel from heaven, ‘He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest ; and the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father Da- 
vid. And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end, 


“All that is implied in the blessed announcement that 
Jehovah Himself shall at last be King over this earth, 
and in the person of His own Son, who is at the same 
time the man after His own heart, visibly rule among 
the nations, we cannot yet fully conceive. ‘Our ideas 
of kingship,’ to quote the words of a master in Israel, 
Adolph Saphir, ‘are limited, and do not come up to 
the divine conception.’ Man has had experience of rule, 
or kingship on earth, but ‘the true or real king among 
men has not appeared yet.’ The nearest approach to 
His rule was David’s; but what are the last words of 
the son of Jesse, the man who was raised up on high, 
the anointed of the God of Israel and the sweet Psalm- 
ist of Israel? THis last testimony was that the Spirit 
of the Lord had spoken by him, and that he had heard 
the Rock of Israel, and that the sum and substance of 
these divine revelations was the coming of the perfect 
King : ‘One that ruleth over men righteously, that ruleth 
in the fear of God, He shall be as the light of the morn- 
ing when the sun riseth, a morning without clouds, when 
the tender grass springeth out of the earth through clear 
shining after rain, 
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“For this ideal King, for this glorious ‘Sun’ to ap 
in ‘the morning without clouds’ on the groaning earth, 
the nations have long waited; but He shall come, and 
the world will ee the blessedness. of His right- 

~ eous and beneficent sway.” 


VI 


THE COMING SIFTING 


God has promised through Isaiah to “sift the nations 


with the sieve of vanity.” He did this to Egypt. He | 


sent ten plagues, and the last—the destruction of the 
first-born—was the worst of them all. After this He 
lured those who would destroy the Hebrews, to their 
own destruction in the Red Sea. And the children of 
Israel were able to sing of the victory God gave them 
over their enemies, “Thou didst blow with Thy wind, 
the sea covered them, they sank as lead in the mighty 
waters.” . 

A Hebrew Christian, Mr. B. A. M. Schapiro, has 
written concerning the nations that have persecuted 
Israel: “Egypt, once the greatest, became the basest of 
kingdoms. Spain, at one time the foremost of Euro- 
pean nations, was reduced to impotence and lost her 
place in the international counsels. Other nations suf- 


fered likewise. If it be asked, ‘Why were these and. 


other nations reduced to this state of national degrada- 
tion?’ we point to our people and say, ‘As you have 
done unto them, so has the Lord done unto you.’ 

“The oppression of Egypt—if not of Spain—sinks 
into insignificance in comparison with the fierce and atro- 
cious persecution to which the Jews of Russia have been 
subjected. The heart sickens and the mind revolts from 
thinking of the agonies of suffering to which our people 
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were exposed. It may be asked, ‘How did it come to 
pass that such a multitude of Jews were found in Rus- 
sia? The answer is: Over four centuries ago, the Jews, 
driven from Germany, found an asylum in Poland 
where, for a brief period, they were suffered to live 
in peace; but when Russia conquered Poland in 1772, 
the situation of the Jews became intolerable. How- 
ever, there was a let-up to the cruelty during the reign 
of Alexander II. But his son, Alexander III, in re- 
venge for his father’s assassination, treated all his sub- 
jects and the Jews especially with great cruelty. How- 
ever, the bitter cup of affliction was filled to overflowing 
by the last Czar, Nicholas II, who posed as a Liberal. 
This cup he forced our people to drink to its very dregs. 
Who has forgotten the horrors of Kishineff, Gomel, 
Zhitomir and scores of other cities? And during the 
World War when other nations were fighting to make 
the world ‘safe for democracy,’ Czar Nicholas and the 
entire Russian nobility, who held offices under the gov- 
ernment, robbed and killed the Jews by the thousands. 
Every defeat they received at the hands of the Germans 
was an excuse for shouting, “Death unto the Jews.’ 


“And then the Lord arose, His ‘arm is outstretched 
over that guilty land; there came famine, oppression, 
such as the world has never seen. Those of ‘High 
heads’ have been forced to flee from the land of their 
birth. Their princes and princesses and their officials 
and generals, are washing dishes in the capitals of 
Europe and America. One cabinet minister, under the 
present regime, alone is responsible for the killing of 
over 1,800,000 of the flower of the Russian people. 

“The justice of God has not spared the palace. 
Nicholas himself and his entire innocent family, for 
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whom we have nothing but sympathy, perished at the 
hands of the assassins, the present rulers of Russia. 

In the thirty-eighth chapter of Ezekiel we have a pic- 
ture of what is to happen “in the last days” to the ene- 
mies of Israel: “And thou shalt come up against My 
people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall 
be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against My 
land, that the heathen may know Me, when I shall be 
sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.’ In this 
chapter we see a confederacy of nations. First there is 
Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech 
and Tubal,* and with this nation will be Persia, Cush 
and Put, also Gomer and Togarmah. We are told 
that “in the end of years’ these nations shall “come 
into the land that is recovering from the sword.” They 
will swoop down on the Jews who are “gathered togeth- 
er out of many people.” They will come “against the 
mountains of Israel, which have been ruined for a very 
long time; (to a people) that are brought forth out of 
the nations and that now dwell in safety, all of them.” 
Weare quoting from Leeser’s translation of the original 
Hebrew. Note how exactly it describes Palestine in 
the day in which we are living, “recovering from the 
sword” of the Turk, inhabited by a people who have 
been gathered forth out of the nations to a land that 
has been “ruined for a very long time.” Those who 
have come from the different nations are now dwelling 
safely under the mandate that Great Britain holds from 
the League of Nations. 

It may be asked, “How can the people mentioned in 
this chapter be identified with modern nations?” Pastor 
E. Bendor Samuel, a scholarly Jewish minister, has the 
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following to say: ‘““Who is Gog? The name occurs ten 
times in Ezekiel thirty-eight and thirty-nine. Its de- 
rivation is uncertain, but its root meaning is probably 
high, powerful, warlike. He is said tobe of the land 
of Magog, a name of the same etymology, and, accord- 
ing to Josephus the Jewish historian, refers to the Scy- 
thians, the ancient name of the Russian people. 

“In harmony with this, Gog is called the prince of 
Rosh, and is said to come from the extreme north. The 
north country* is surely Russia, where so many Jews 
are found, and that the passage is yet future is clear 
from verse 20: ‘in the latter days shall ye consider it 
with understanding.’ The expression ‘in the latter 
days’ is the same as is employed in Ezek. 38:16 when 
Gog comes up against Israel as a cloud to cover the 
land. The correct rendering of Ezek. 38:3 is certainly 
Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal; Rosh being 
a proper name, as Hebrew grammarians would say, in 
construct with nesee, the prince of. 


“When freed from the domination of the Mongols, 
and up to the end of the fifteenth century, the Russian 
rulers called themselves veliki kniaz, grand prince. It is 
quite possible that the title Czar will now be permantly 
discarded; it has, of course, already been abolished by 
the present regime, and it is certainly remarkable that 
three times in these two chapters Gog is called prince 
and not king. The word used comes from the root 
Nasa, to raise up, i.e., one exalted by the people and 
not necessarily an hereditary chief—a designation very 
suitable to the leader of a republic—which Russia has 
become. 

“Meshech evidently refers to some descendants of 
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Japheth* who, migrating along the east of Asia Minor, 
settled eventually to the north of the Black Sea, and 
after the name of their ancestor Meshech founded the 
Muscovite state. 

“As early as the eighth century B. C., Sargon, King 
of Assyria, speaks of the Moschians as his rivals in 
power who seized one of his provinces. In Psa. 120:5 
Meshech is spoken of as a warlike people who hate 
peace, and with whom Israel dwelt in discomfort. 

“Tt is highly probable that Tubal—the ancient Tiber- 
ani, who with other Scythian tribes occupied strips of 
territory to the north of the Euxine—like other 
branches of their race traveled still farther north and 
have reappeared at Tobolsk. At any rate, it is quite 
safe to assert that Magog, Rosh, Meshech and Tubal are 
all now represented by the modern Russians. 

“With these, according to Ezekiel, there will be asso- 
ciated other people, Persia, Ethiopia and Libya; also 
Gomer and Togarmah. The three root letters in Gom- 
er are reproduced, indeed they form the radicals in 
Germania, though also in the names of other European 
nations of Japhetic origin. The transposition of letters 
is by no means uncommon in Hebrew. The rabbis say 
that Gomer is Germany. 

“The designation given to the Germans by the Jews 
is Ashkenaz, but as Ashkenaz was the son of Gomer, 
it would form another patronymic of the same people, 
as Judah and Israel are patronymics of the same nation. 
The German Jews are also known as Ashkenazim. The 
Chaldee Paraphrase of Jonathan ben Uziel renders 
Gen. 10:2 thus: The sons of Japheth are Gomer, Ma- 
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras; the 
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names of their countries (or provinces) are Africa, 
Germania, Media, Macedonia, Jatinia, Asia, and Tur- 
key. 

“Togarmah is the name the Jews give to Turkey. 
Scripture distinctly states that it is north of Palestine. 

“One does not desire to play the role of a prophet, 
yet it is easy to see the probability of a rapprochement 
between Russia, Germany, Turkey and others who may 
form an alliance. With its great national resources 
Russia will soon recover from the effects of the war, 
and will draw into a confederacy Germany and Turkey. 
This last nation will have as one of their objects the 
retaking of Palestine that is lost to them.” 

The army will come like a cloud to cover the land, 
moved by an evil desire to take the spoil of the people 
that had been gathered out of the nations. For many 
years Russia has desired to have a port on the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. The Crimean War was fought with this 
purpose in view. When Turkey became one of the 
nations involved in the World War there was great joy 
in Russia for they thought right then they would have 
a wonderful opportunity of breaking through to cap- 
ture the Bosphorus. Palestine is an unfortified country. 
Millions are being spent to make this country prosper- 
ous. Haifa is being developed to be one of the finest 
ports in the world. And though Russia, Germany and 
Turkey have practically no navies they will not need the 
same in this coming war. 

Ezekiel shows us the army will come “riding on 
horses” and it is a noteworthy fact that the Russian 
people during the past few years have been buying up 
enormous supplies of horses from Canada and other 
parts of the world. This army is described as coming 
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out of the “north parts,” or as Leeser translates it, “the 
farthest ends of the north.” It is described as a “great 
company” and a “mighty army.” Against them there 
will be certain nations, “Sheba and Dedan, the mer- 
chants of Tarshish and all the young lions.” Prophetic 
scholars believe that Tarshish represents Great Britain. 
This country is always symbolized by a lion, and the 
young lions would be the young nations of her empire. 
Sheba and Dedan are descendants of Ham and represent 
African nations. In all parts of Africa the nations are 
training the natives in preparation for a war which they 
expect may break out on the earth at any time. It 
would only be natural for Great Britain to protect the 
country over which she now holds a mandate from the 
League of Nations. 

This will be no ordinary war. God will have part in 
it. He will intervene to protect His own people. He 
declares, “On that day there shall be a great earthquake 
in the country of Israel.’”* God declares He will hold 
judgment over the enemies of Israel “with pestilence 
and with bloodshed ; and an overflowing rain, and great 
hail stones, fire and brimstone.”’ These will Jehovah 
let rain over Gog and his armies and over the many 
people who are with him. God has sent forth His de- 
claration against Gog, “Upon the mountains of Israel 
shalt thou fall, thou and all thy armies, and the people 
that are with thee; and to the ravenous birds, to every- 
thing that hath wings, and to the beasts of the field, do 
I give thee for food.’’f 

As a nation sows so it reaps. It has been well said, 
“As the Russians have massacred great numbers of 
Jews in Russia, so judgment will be measured out to 
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them in the land of Israel. God’s declaration to Abra- 
ham still holds good, ‘I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee.’”” Sennacherib’s army 
was annihilated by a visitation of God when it sought to 
destroy the children of Israel. But this deliverance of 
Israel will be the mightiest and most wonderful and 
most awful of all her deliverances. It will eclipse any- 
thing in the past history of Israel. The extent of the 
onslaught, the number of assailants, the perfection of 
their equipment, dwarf anything prepared in previous 
campaigns, and all previous judgments of God are 
dwarfed in proportion. 

The fact that God’s people will be threatened, the 
land violated, and His oath to Abraham that He would 
give the land to Israel for an everlasting possession 
brought into jeopardy (for the time will have arrived 
for Him to make the promise good), all these call for a 
special interposition on the part of Jehovah, and God 
will vindicate Himself in a way which will make the 
ears of the world tingle. There will be no explaining 
away the catastrophe to the army of invasion. It will 
be so supernatural and so overwhelming and complete 
that men will be compelled to say, “It is God’s doings 
and it is wonderful in our eyes.” Israel will recognize 
that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is their God, 
a covenant-keeping God, and that He has still regard for 
His land and His people. 

As God showed through His prophet, He will call 
for a gathering together of voracious birds and raven- 
ous beasts of prey. They will be invited to a great 
sacrifice of eating flesh and drinking blood, until they 
are surfeited with the same. God declares to these 
birds and beasts, “Ye shall be sated at My table on 
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horses and chariot teams, on mighty men and on all men 
of war.”* 

The children of Israel will be occupied for seven 
months in burying the vast numbers of dead. ‘Men 
of continual employment” will be set apart for this gi- 
gantic task. The rulers of Russia have turned infidel 
and they tell us there is no God. They boast that they 
have destroyed the rulers of the earth and that they will 
bring down the Gods of heaven. They will yet have 
to reckon with the God of Israel who they say does not 
exist. 

After this judgment the Lord will show forth His 
mercy, for He declares, “Now will I bring again the 
captivity of Jacob and have mercy upon the whole house 
of Israel.” The last five verses of the thirty-ninth 
chapter of Ezekiel foretell the gathering of His people 
from the enemies’ lands. Israel will come to know 
the Lord at this time, for He says, “And they shall 
know that I am the Lord their God; because I had ex- 
iled them among the nations, but gather them now into 
their own land .. . and I will not hide My face any 
more from them.’’} 

Prophetic scholars have shown us that “prophecies 
have often reference to two or more occurrences,” and 
this prophecy in Ezekiel may have a further fulfillment 
when Satan is loosed from his thousand years’ imprison- 
ment, which is described in the twentieth chapter of 
Revelation, and will set forth again to deceive all the 
nations in the four quarters of the earth. Gog and Ma- 
gog have special mention as nations who will be de- 
ceived. At this time, according to Rev. 20:9, the army 
will be devoured by fire sent down from God out of 
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heaven. But close study of the thirty-ninth of Ezekiel 
will show us that the primary fulfillment of this proph- 
ecy must take place before the complete gathering of 
the Jews from the lands of their enemies. For it will 
be noted that it is after the description of the overthrow 
of Gog, Magog, and their allies that the Lord says, 
“Now will I bring back again the captivity of Jacob.”* 


* Ezek. 39:25 


VII 
THE COMING EXODUS 


The miraculous deliverance of the children of Israel 
from Egypt is the outstanding event in Old Testament 
history. The night they first kept the Passover and 
forsook Egypt is one never to be forgotten. The Lord 
told them it was to be observed throughout all their 
generations. 

Dr. A. T. Pierson has pointed out that the keeping of 
the Passover was a link between the slaying of the ty- 
pical lambs in Egypt and the slaying of the true Pass- 
over Lamb at Calvary; and that now the observing of 
the Lord’s Supper is a link between His death at Cal- 
vary and His coming again. And what will take place 
at His coming? A greater exodus, an exodus of all 
those who shelter beneath the saving blood of the Lamb 
of God. For it is written, “For the Lord Himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain, shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.”’* 

In speaking of the forthcoming judgments Jesus 
warned the disciples, “Take heed to yourselves, lest at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting 
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day 
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come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come 
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. 
Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall 
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.”* 
Those who are accounted worthy to escape will escape 
by means of an exodus; and we may learn much con- 
cerning the exodus that is to be by studying the one 


that has already been. 


The children of Israel were in the land of the enemy 
who was making it as hard as he could for them. And 
the Apostle John shows us the whole world lieth in 
wickedness, or literally “in the wicked one.” He who 
has become a child of God is but a stranger down here 
and a pilgrim on his way home. The “wicked one,” 
who is a task master far worse than Pharaoh, will do 
his best to make it as hard as possible for those he 
counts aliens on his territory. The nearer we come to 
the end the worse we may expect it to become. 

The Lord looked down from heaven and saw the 
distressing condition of His people. He beheld their 
sorrows and heard their cry. Hidden away He had a 
deliverer, and at the right moment. He: sent him to 
bring His people out from the land. To the king who 
was holding the children of Israel in Egypt the Lord 
gave the word, “Let My people go,” and despite all 
his efforts to retain them he finally had to release his 
hold. 

To-day God knows the sorrows of His people and He 
hears their cry. He has a deliverer hidden away in the 
person of His Son, who has definitely promised to come 
back to earth again. And though he who is called the 
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“wicked one” will do his best to retain the children of 
God, when the divine fiat goes forth, “Let My people 
go,” he will not be able to hold them longer, no not so 
long as it takes for the twinkling of an eye. 

God told Moses to speak to the children of Israel that 
on the tenth of the first month they were “to take every 
mana lamb.” The taking of the lamb was a necessity 
for the safety of the individual and the house. To-day 
is the day God has specified for men to take the Lamb 
of His own provision for the safety of themselves and = 
their households. Woe to the man that does not take s. 
the Lamb! . 

The lamb was to be slain. His blood was to be q 
sprinkled on the two side posts and on the upper door : 
posts of the house. Salvation and safety to-day is found 
alone in the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ the 
slain Lamb of God. There is no remission of sins save 
through the blood of God’s dear Son. 

But the children of Israel were not only to shelter 
under the sprinkled blood of the slain lamb, they were 
to eat its flesh roasted with fire. And the children of a 
God to-day, while sheltering under the precious blood % 
of Jesus, are to become partakers of Christ, to receive 
Him, His nature, His love, His faith, His righteous- 
ness. Vital Christianity has in it more than the for- 
giveness of sins, blessed as that is; it is the taking of PS 
Christ moment by moment to be your sustaining por- 
tion, your all in all. 

They were to eat the lamb with unleavened bread. 

It is for the child of God to live on the pure Word of 
God—the Scriptures of truth. They were to eat it 
also with bitter herbs. Those that live godly in this 
world will be certain to have the bitterness of persecu- 
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tion.* They did not have the lamb without the bitter 
herbs, but they were not required to eat the bitter herbs 
without the lamb. With the presence of the Lamb we 
can count it all joy to suffer; and once we know the 
power of His resurrection, we would not be without the 
fellowship of His sufferings. 

They were to eat with their loins girded, their shoes 
on their feet, and with staff in their hand. They were 
to eat it in haste, all ready for the exodus the moment 
the summons came. So should the children of God be 
ready, for we know not what moment the trumpet may 
sound and we are called to start on our exodus. 

That night was to be a night of judgment. Against 
man and beast God was to execute judgment, and also 
against all the gods of Egypt. But He had given the 
blood as a token, the one acceptable token, and had de- 
clared to His people: “When I see the blood I will pass 
over you.’ + Judgment is coming, a judgment of every 
false faith, and there is safety alone in the provision 
of the blood of Christ. Men to-day despise the blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, but it is the only token ac- 
ceptable to God. There is no adequate shelter apart 
from the precious blood of the Son of God. That 
which is highly esteemed among men, the advanced 
thinking and culture of the age, the social science of 
to-day, the best a man can do by himself—all that is an 
abomination to God. But that which men have lightly 
esteemed, the atoning, cleansing, sanctifying, victory- 
bringing blood of His Son, God highly esteems and 
magnifies, and He has chosen it as the only availing 
token. If you desire to partake in the greater exodus, 
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avail yourself of the all-sufficient blood of the Son of 
God. 

One final instruction God gave them: “Seven days 
shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye 
shall put away leaven out of your houses; for whoso- 
ever eateth leavened bread from the first day unto the 
seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.”* 
A test of seven days! All leaven was to be put away. 
Our Lord Jesus warned us of the leaven of the Phari- 
sees and of the Sadducees—false doctrines. Paul 
warned us against the leaven of malice and wickedness. 
This must be-put away. The penalty for partaking of 
leaven was “that soul shall be cut off from Israel.” A 
solemn warning against those who name the name of 
Christ and do not depart from iniquity. We need to 
give heed to the words of the Master, “Not every one 
that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father 
in heaven.”+ Is the doing of the will of God the su- 
preme object of your life? 

The smiting of the first-born in Egypt was the tenth 
and most serious of all the plagues that God sent as a 
judgment on the oppressors of His people. But a yet 
greater judgment lay ahead. Pharaoh, with all his 
horses and chariots and his army, pursued the Israelites. 
The children of Israel cried unto the Lord and He 
Himself answered them with a miracle. By faith they 
passed through the Red Sea as on dry ground, but the 
Egyptians assaying to do the same thing were drowned. 
For after Moses stretched out his hand, the sea that had 
been walled up on each side of fleeing Israel returned 
to its former strength, overwhelming the Egyptians. 
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And the Word says, “There remained not so much as 
one of them.” 

But a greater judgment is coming on the nations. 
The Revelation foretells plague after-plague coming 
upon the ungodly, and then comes the final judgment 
when the harvest of the nations is reaped and the vine 
of the earth is cast into the great winepress of the wrath 
of God. 

The armies of Pharaoh were made food for the fishes 
of the sea, but the armies of the nations will be the food 
of every carrion fowl, who will be called by an angel 
to the supper of the great God, “to eat the flesh of kings, 
of captains and of mighty men, the flesh of horses, and 
the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and 
great.”’* 

We, however, are looking for our Bridegroom, the 
Lord Jesus, to come as a thief to catch His own to 
Himself, that when He is manifested in His glory we 
may be also manifested with Him. 


* Rev. 19:18 


Vill 
THE COMING CRASH 


God is never in a hurry to fulfill His Word. This 
is especially illustrated by the eighty-ninth Psalm. Here 
the psalmist reminds God of His promise to David: 
“His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the 
sun before Me.” He complains that this word is not 
fulfilled; “But Thou hast cast off and abhorred, Thou 
hast been wroth with Thine anointed. . . . Thou hast 
profaned his crown by casting it down to the ground.” 

God had shown David that if his seed forsook His 
law and walked not in His judgment, He would visit 
their transgressions with the rod and their iniquity with 
stripes. The seed of David transgressed and God 
brought the rod down upon them. Manasseh, the son of 
Hezekiah, was one who specially plunged into the idol- 
atry of the heathen nations. The Word says, “he dealt 
with familiar spirits,” and spiritualism is a religion God 
abominates. Because of these abominations God said 
through the mouth of His prophets, “I will forsake 
the remnant of Mine inheritance and deliver them into 
the hand of their enemies.” This prophecy was ful- 
filled in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, who captured 
Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, the king’s house and 
all the houses of the great, and carried the people into 
Babylon, just as God had spoken by the mouth of Jere- 
miah, “I will give all Judah into the hand of the king 
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Py; of Babylon and he shall carry them captive into Baby- 
4 lon.” 

: God’s promise to David still held good even though 
: his seed had forsaken the law and there had to be a 


suspension of the fulfillment of the promises, for He 
had declared with an oath: “Once have I sworn by 
My holiness that I will not lie unto David; his seed 
shall endure for ever and his throne as the sun before 
Me.” In due time we shall see great David’s greater 
Son upon the throne of Israel. 

When the seed of David were taken to Babylon the 
word of the Lord was fulfilled that the loving-kindness 
of God would not be utterly taken from them, for 
Nebuchadnezzar gave special instructions to the master 
of the eunuchs to bring certain of the children of Israel 
and of the king’s seed and of the princes and look af- 
ter them. Among the captives of the children of Israel 
was one outstanding character, Daniel, who with his 
companions soon found favor with the king; and the 
king discovered that they were ten times better than all 
the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 

To Nebuchadnezzar, who was the first king to have 
world wide dominion, there came‘a dream. It was one 
that troubled him much. But the thing went from him. 
He called all the magicians, astrologers and soothsayers 
together and wanted them to tell him his dream and the 
interpretation. He said, “Tell me the dream and I shall 
know you can show me the interpretation.” But there. 
is a limit to the power of occultism and Satanic inspira- 
tion, and this proposition was too much for these sooth- 
sayers and magicians. But Daniel and his companions 
knew it was not too much for the God of heaven, so 
they sought His mercy, and the dream that the king 
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had was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. He went 
and told it to the king. Nebuchadnezzar was convinced 
that Daniel’s God was a God of gods and a Lord of 
kings. The revelation of this secret was so wholly su- 
pernatural that Nebuchadnezzar could not doubt that it 
was of God. 

In this dream the king was given a prophecy of what 
was going to take place from his day until that day when 
the God of heaven would set up a kingdom which should 
never be destroyed, a kingdom that would break in 
pieces and consume all other kingdoms and then stand 
forever. This is the kingdom assured to David’s seed: 
“T have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn 
unto David My servant, Thy seed I will establish for 
ever, and build up thy throne to all generations.’’* 

The king had seen an image with head of fine gold, 
arms of silver, thighs of brass, legs of iron, and feet 
part of iron and part of clay. But a Stone, “cut out 
without hands,” crashed down upon the feet of the 
image and broke it into pieces, making it like the chaff 
of the summer threshing floor. And the Stone became 
a great mountain filling the whole earth. 

Someone has said that Nebuchadnezzar was shown 
in his dream “the progress of civilization from gold to 
mud.” Daniel told him that he, the king of Babylon, 
holding world-wide dominion, was the head of gold. 
After him there would arise another kingdom inferior 
to his. And history shows that Medo-Persia, an infer- 
ior kingdom, had full sway as regards world dominion 
at the close of the kingdom of Babylon. After this 
there was to be a third kingdom to bear rule over the 
earth. This depicts the great historical fact of the 
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Grecian empire. A fourth kingdom was to come, an 
iron kingdom that was to break in pieces and to bruise. 
This describes the coming of the merciless iron kingdom 
of Rome. : 


The king was shown further “that which was to take 
place in the latter days.” And the last part of the 
Roman dynasty is described as “partly strong and 
partly broken.” There would be no proper cleaving 
together of the iron element of Rome’s imperialism and 
the miry clay of the seed of man—the democratic mul- 
titude. 

Then a sudden crash! A Stone, cut out without 
hands, comes down from heaven and demolishes the 
whole of the image, bringing to naught all the kingdoms 
of the earth. Who is this Stone? It is none other than 
Christ Jesus the Lord. Isaiah said of Him: “Therefore 
saith the Lord God, Behold I lay in Zion for a founda- 
tion a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious corner Stone, a 
sure foundation.”* Peter identifies this prophecy with 
Christ Jesus the Lord.+ Paul says of Him that He is 
the chief Corner Stone. 


Matthew, in the beginning of his “gospel of the king- 
dom,” shows Jesus Christ to be the Son of David as 
well as the Son of Abraham. Luke goes back further 
in his genealogy and shows that He is the Son of God. 
As the Son of David He inherits the promise given to 
David, “I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall 
proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his king- 
dom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will 
be his Father and he shall be My son,”§ part of which 


*Tsa. 28:16 71 Peter 2:3-8 
t Eph. 2:20 §2 Sam. 7:12-14 


yh 
j 


yeni ieee aaa a) ey) oe a eo ro i< « So eae toe ee ee we 
“i *. ey ' tore + vig tay — - . 


THe Cominc CrasH 79 


promise is applied to Christ in Heb. 1:5. Gabriel told 
the Virgin Mary, “Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy 
womb, and bring forth a Son, and shalt call His name 
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son 
of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto Him 
the throne of His father David; and He shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom 
there shall be no end.” 


As Son of Abraham, Jesus Christ is the rightful in- 
heritor of him who is said to be “the heir of the 
world.”* The whole earth has to come under the do- 
minion of Him who is the seed of Abraham. 


As the Son of God He is “appointed heir of all 
things.”+ This promise takes in the whole of this great 
universe which is so vast that astronomers despair of 
ever measuring it. They have been telling us of late 
that to reach some of the most distant stars, if we trav- 
eled at the rate light travels, 186,000 miles a second, it 
would take us three hundred thousand years to reach 
them. But now some are talking of stars a million 
light years away from this planet. 

Of all this our Lord Jesus Christ is the heir. He is 
the Stone cut out without hands—of divine origin— 
destined of God to put an end to the corrupt govern- 
ment of earth and bring in divine government. To 
Him the Father has given all authority in heaven and 
earth. When He comes to this earth again and takes 
the nations for His inheritance and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for His possession, there will be a great 
crash; for His kingdom shall “break in pieces and con- 
sume” all other kingdoms. God has had infinite patience 
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with human government. The time will come when it 
will be brought to an end. : 

It is stated that shortly before the great war, Eva 
von Winckler, better known as “Sister Eva,” a German 
lady of aristocratic family, who is at the head of forty 
orphan homes containing two thousand children and six 
hundred deaconesses, told the Kaiser of the wonderful 
teaching she had heard at the Keswick convention con- 
cerning the return of the Lord Jesus. As she spoke 
of Him who is coming to be King of kings and Lord of 
lords, the Kaiser abruptly interrupted, “That will never 
do, it would upset all my plans.” He had plans for 
world empire, but as they were contrary to prophecy 
they failed. Any plan you have which is contrary to the 
will of God is best set aside. Seek to enter into God’s 
plans for your life. Ask Him to choose your experi- 
ences for you, and choose your life work, and give you 
grace to walk in the good works “which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in.’’* 

One day when Jesus Christ was on earth He came 
to the temple and the chief priests and elders of the peo- 
ple came questioning His authority. He spoke a par- 
able concerning a vineyard let out ‘by a husbandman. 
The husbandman sent his servants to get the fruit of 
that vineyard. Some were beaten, some killed, some 
stoned. But last of all he sent his son, saying, “They 
will reverence my son.” “But when the husbandmen 
saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the 
heir ; come, let us kill him and seize on his inheritance. 
And they caught him and cast him out of the vineyard 
and slew him.” 

Christ asked the chief priests and elders, “When the 

* Eph 2:10 
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lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do 
unto these husbandmen?” And they foretold a judg- 
ment that would overtake them, saying, “He will mis- 
erably destroy those wicked men and will let out his 
vineyard to other husbandmen, which shall render him 
the fruit in the seasons.” 

Then Jesus said to them—and He quoted from Psalm 
118—“Did ye never read in the scriptures, The Stone 
which the builders rejected, the same is become the head 
of the corner ?” 

Peter must have overheard this conversation for he 
quoted the same scripture to these same rulers at a later 
time when he was arraigned before them, on trial for 
the healing of the man at the Beautiful gate. He said 
to them, “Be it know unto you all, and to all the people 
of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even by Him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
This is the Stone which is set at naught of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. Neither is 
there salvation in any other; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.” These rulers had fulfilled the scripture by 
rejecting Christ. 

When Christ had finished telling the chief priests 
and elders the story of the slain heir of the vineyard, 
He said, “The kingdom of God shall be taken from you 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 
And whosoever shall fall on this Stone shall be broken; 
but on whomsoever it shall fall it will grind him to 
powder.”’ Better to fall to-day in contrition on this 
eternal Stone than to be among those upon whom this 
Stone will come with a tremendous crash at a time not 
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very far distant. Individuals and nations who refuse 
to fall upon, and take their place upon, that Stone, will 
have that Stone fall upon them, and great will be the 
judgment. 


With whom will Christ share His kingdom when He 
comes? Daniel was given a vision that told prophetically 
a second time the history of the world from the days 
of Nebuchadnezzar to the coming of the kingdom of 
Christ, and he saw that “the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, 
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most 
High.’* 


How can any one become a saint of the Most High 
and an inheritor of the kingdom? Our Lord Jesus 
Christ said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness.’ He had much to teach concerning 
the kingdom. To Nicodemus He said, “Except a man 
be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God,”+ and 
“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” None will share 
with Christ in this glorious kingdom save those who 
have been born again. 


Paul also preached “the kingdom of God,’t and he 
shows that it is those who have become sons of God by 
this birth from above who will be “joint heirs with 
Christ.” He tells us, “If ye be Christ’s then are ye 
Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.”’§ 


Are you a child of God? If not, you can be, for the 


* Dan. 7:27 f John 3:3 
t Acts 28:31 § Gal. 3:29 
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Lord Jesus declares, “Him that cometh unto Me I will 
in no wise cast out.” And to those who become loyal 
disciples of His He declares, “Fear not, little flock, it 
is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” _ 


IX 


THE COMING RESTORATION 


Just before the children of Israel went into the land 
of Canaan, Moses gathered them all together and spoke 
“all the Lord had given him in commandment unto 
them.” After rehearsing their past history he gave 
the remarkable forecast of their future. This is found 
in Deut. 4:25-30. He predicted that after they had 
“remained long in the land” they would “corrupt them- 
selves.” The outstanding sin would be idolatry and 
they would “do evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke 
Him to anger.”’ He told them that when this happened 
_ they would “soon utterly perish from off the land.” He 
further stated, “And the Lord shall scatter you among 
the nations, and ye shall be few in number among the 
nations whither the Lord shall lead you.” 

The history of the children of Israel shows that they 
had constant lapses into idolatry and into “doing evil 
in the sight of the Lord.” What has happened as a 
result? They have been removed from the land and 
to-day we see them scattered among all nations. Dr. 
Keith says, “If the simple fact of Israel dispersed is 
one of the most astounding events in history, the extent 
and remoteness of the countries which have been the 
scenes of it are perhaps more remarkable still.” Israel 
Cohen, writing in Jewish Life in Modern Times, says: 
“Numerous as the Jewish communities are in Eastern 
Europe, numerous as they also are in North America, 
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neither one region nor the other must eclipse from our 
sight the existence of countless other colonies in all 
parts of the world. In every country of Europe, in 
North and South Africa, in most of the countries of 
Asia from Palestine to Japan, in most of the populous 
centers of Australasia, and in many of the newly de- 
veloped states in South America, there are communi- 
ties, in compact masses or meager clusters, which still 
preserve in varying degree a life distinct from that 
which surrounds them—treasuring the laws of Mount 
Sinai and hallowing the customs of ancient Judea. In 
the swarming ghetti of Poland, where piety, pathos, 
and poverty commingle; in the fashionable suburbs of 
Paris and New York, Vienna and London, redolent of 
wealth and culture; in the ancient cities of Jerusalem 
and Damascus, Rome and Alexandria, and in the mod- 
ern cities of Johannesburg and Buenos Ayres, Montreal 
and Melbourne; on the banks of the Rhine, the Ganges, 
and the Missouri, and beneath the mountain ranges of 
the Andes, the Alps, and the Himalayas; in the steppes 
of Siberia, the cave dwellings of Tripoli, and the back- 
woods of Australia, in the mining camps of the Trans- 
vaal and the prairies of the Argentine: in all these di- 
verse centers of civilization, old and new, great and 
small, refined and rude, scattered promiscuously over 
the face of the earth, the prayers of ‘the chosen people’ 
are still uttered in the language of the Psalms, and the 
memory of the ancestral deeds of glory and martyrdom 
is cherished with pride and celebrated with the rites of 
hoary tradition.” 

Note the statement of the Lord in this message 
through His prophet Moses, “Ye shall be few 
in number.” This prophecy has been literally fulfilled. 
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When other nations have multiplied, Israel, because of 
centuries of constant persecution, has remained but few. 
In the history of the Jews, written by Basnage nearly 
two hundred years ago, he estimated that at that time 
the number of this people throughout the world amount- 
ed to only about three millions. However, during the 
past hundred years the number has greatly increased, 
and to-day the population of Jews throughout the world 
is estimated to be about fifteen million. 

Moses not only prophesied concerning the scattering 
of Israel among the nations, but God showed him their 
restoration, saying in this prophecy, “But thou wilt 
seek from there (from the nations in which they were 
scattered) the Lord thy God, and will find Him if thou 
apply to Him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 
When thou art in tribulation, and all these things have 
overtaken thee, in the latter end of days: then wilt thou 
return to the Lord thy God, and be obedient unto His 
voice.”’* 

When may we look for Israel’s restoration? Note 
the words, “When thou art in tribulation.’ There is a 
sense in which Israel has been in tribulation through 
the centuries, but there is a season of great tribulation 
predicted for them which is called “the time of Jacob’s 
trouble.” Jeremiah tells us of that day, saying, “For, 
lo, the day shall come, saith the Lord, that I will bring 
again the captivity of Israel and Judah, saith the Lord 
God: and I will cause them to return to the land that 
I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it... . 
Alas, for that day is great, so that none is like it. . . . 
It is even the day of Jacob’s trouble (The word “‘trou- 
ble” is the same as is translated “tribulation” in Deut. 


* Deut. 4:29, 30, Leeser 
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4:30), but he shall be saved out of it, ... for I am 
with thee to save thee, though I make a full end of the 
nations whither I have scattered thee.”’* 

Moses further pointed out that the restoration would 
be “in the latter end of days,” or “the latter days.’’ Da- 
vid Baron, the Jewish writer, says: “The expression 
akharith hayamin—‘the latter days,’ or ‘last days,’ as 
it is sometimes rendered, is found only ten times in the 
Old Testament scriptures, which even according to the 
Jewish commentators always means ‘the days of the 
Messiah’—the akharith hayamin which follow the yamin 
rabbum—the ‘many days’ of Israel’s present desolate 
condition during the interregnum, when they are with- 
out a king, prince, sacrifice or ephod—then Israel shall 
turn and seek Jehovah their God, and David their king 
and shall fear Jehovah and His goodness in ‘the latter 
days.’ Hosea 3.” 

During the past few years we are seeing a revival of 
Jewish national life. In the year 1897, at the invitation 
of ‘Theodore Herzl, a Jew of Vienna, a representative 
gathering of Jews from every part of the world met 
at Basel, Switzerland, for the first Zionist conference. 
Its aim was “‘to create for the Jewish people a publicly 
legally secured home in Palestine.” To attain this the 
Congress adopted the following means: “(1) To pro- 
mote the settlement in Palestine of Jewish agriculturists, 
handicraftsmen, laborers and professional men. (2) 
To centralize the entire Jewish people by means of gen- 
eral institutions, agreeably to the laws of the land. (3) 
To strengthen and further Jewish sentiments and na- 
tional self-consciousness. (4) To obtain the sanction 
of governments to carry out the objects of Zionism.” 


* Jer. 30:3, 7, 11 
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From 1897 to 1914 the Zionists collected much money 
and spent much labor in planting-a number of Jewish 
colonies in Palestine. But they were handicapped in 
that the land was still in the hands of the unspeakable 
Turk. In 1914 the great World War broke out and it 
was a sad day for the Hebrew people. Each country 
engaged conscripted them as soldiers, and Jew faced 
Jew in the different trenches. 

In the early days of the war we often wondered what 
would be the outcome. We remembered that prophetic 
scholars had told us there must be another war between 
France and Germany and that France must regain Al- 
sace-Lorraine so there there might be a right adjust- 
ment of the boundaries of the old Roman empire, which 
they believed would be revived in the last days. When 
the news flashed across the wires that Turkey had been 
dragged into the war, we said to ourselves, “Now we 
can see the reason why this great war is being fought. 
Palestine will be taken from the hands of the Turk and 
soon the Jews will be in possession of their own land 
again.” 

During the war the British government was greatly 
indebted to a Jew, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, who later 
became chairman of the World Zionist Organization, 
for his scientific work. When asked what compensa- 
tion it should pay him, he said, “Do not do anything 
for me, but do something for my people.” On Nov. 
2, 1917, Lord Balfour, acting on behalf of the British 
government, made the following statement: “His Ma- 
jesty’s Government views with favor the establishment 
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.” 

On the 11th day of December, 1917, General Allenby 
walked on foot into the city of Jerusalem, followed by 
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British troops, and soon the whole land of Palestine 
was delivered from the hands of the Turks. 

When the war closed the League of Nations gave to 
Great Britain a mandate over Palestine on behalf of 
the Jewish people, and since peace was declared more 
than 80,000 Jews have gone back to the land of their 
fathers. 


What is the significance of the return of so many 
Jews to their own land? We believe that they are being 
drawn back because the Scriptures show plainly that it 
is in that land the Lord will reveal Himself to them. 
The prophet Zechariah tells us of the day when all na- 
tions shall be gathered against Jerusalem to battle “and 
the Lord shall go forth and fight against those nations, 

. and His feet shall stand in that day upon the 
mount of Olives.”’* 


What will be the effect upon Israel? This same 
prophet tells us “they shall look upon Me whom they 
have pierced.” The Russian Jew, Rabinowitz, who was 
converted to the Lord when visiting Palestine, has writ- 
ten concerning this scripture, “What questioning and 
controversy the Jews have kept up over Zech. 12:10. 
They will not admit it is Jehovah whom they have 
pierced, hence the dispute about the word ‘whom.’ This 
word ‘whom’ is simply the first and last letters of the 
Hebrew alphabet, Aleph, Tav. Filled with awe and 
astonishment I opened to Rev. 1:7, 8, ‘Behold, He com- 
eth with clouds: and every eye shall see Him, and they 
also that pierced Him . . . I am the Alpha and Omega’ 
(the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet). Jesus 
seems to say, ‘Do you doubt who it is whom you 

* Zech. 14:3, 4 
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pierced? I am the Aleph Tay, one Alpha and Omega, 
Jehovah the Almighty.’ ” 

The effect of seeing Him whom they pierced will 
produce a great mourning and every family will mourn 
apart. They will go through a season like Paul went 
through when he saw the pierced One on the road to 
Damascus. That apostle describes himself as one born 
out of due time, and it is clear that he expected Israel 
as a nation would be later saved just as he himself was. 
He knew he was one of the first-fruits and that later 

n “all Israel shall be saved ; as it is written, There shall 
come out of Zion the deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob.” 

“Blindness in part is happened to Israel.” But Paul 
tells us that this is only for a limited time, “until the 
fullness of the Gentiles be come in.” And when once 
again they are grafted into their own olive tree it will 
be “‘life from the dead.” 


That will be a great day indeed for Israel when they 
see Jesus of Nazareth, the One whom they pierced, 
and recognize Him as their Messiah and King. Speak- 
ing prophetically of that day, Zephaniah wrote, “Sing, 
O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and re- 
joice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The 
Lord hath taken away thy judgments, He hath cast out 
thine enemy: the King of Israel, even the Lord, is in 
the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. . . . 
I will make you a name and a praise among all people 
of the earth, when I have turned back your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the Lord.’’* 


*Zeph. 3:14, 15, 20 
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THE COMING JUDGMENTS 


Before speaking of coming judgments we must first 
refer to the judgment that is already past. 

There is a remarkable Messianic prophecy in Zechar- 
iah: “One shall say unto Him, What are these wounds 
in thine hands?” a question obviously addressed to the 
Man of Calvary. The prophet continues, “Then He 
shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the 
house of My friends.” Then comes the foreview of 
the judgment of God to be executed against Him who 
was our substitute: “Awake, O sword, against My 
Shepherd, against the Man that is My Fellow, saith the 
Lord of hosts: smite the Shepherd and the sheep shall 
be scattered.’’* 

Our Lord Jesus Christ knew that this scripture must 
be fulfilled, and He referred to it as He wended His 
way to the Garden of Gethsemane. If we will medi- 
tate on this scripture it will give us light on what took 
place in that garden. 

Isaiah tells us why He was afflicted: ‘““He was wound- 
ed for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him.” As Luther put it in commenting on the words, 
“who gave Himself for our sins,’—“That one little 
word our, being believed, will swallow up all thy sins.” 

Since the Shepherd was smitten in his stead, the be- 
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liever now rejoices to know that as far as he is con- 
cerned the judgment for sin is past. He knows that 
Christ bore his sins at Calvary and there received the 
~ penalty due to him for them, and that He has sent out 
the proclamation: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that heareth My word, and believeth Him that sent Me, 
hath eternal life, and shall not come into judgment, but 
is passed from death unto life.”* 

There is, however, a judgment of works that is ahead 
for the believer. Paul tells the saints at Corinth, “We 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad.”+ The fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is. “If any man’s work abide, . . . he shall re- 
ceive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved: yet 
so as by fire.’ 

The book of Revelation, the capstone of prophetic 
pronouncement, is full of predictions of impending 
judgment. Our Lord told us, “The Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son,” 
and in this book we see the Son administering the judg- 
ments due. 

In the early part of His ministry our Lord Jesus was 
given the book of Isaiah to read on the occasion of His 
visit to the synagogue at Nazareth. He opened the 
book at the 61st chapter and read, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to 
preach the gospel to the poor,’ and He read on until 
He reached the words, “the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” He stopped at a comma, closed the book and 


* John 5:24, R. V. 12 Cor. 5:10 $1 Cor. 3:14, 15) 
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sat down. As one has put it, ‘““He died at the comma.” 
Had He continued the sentence, He would have gone 
on to show what would be the continuance of His min- 
istry, “to proclaim the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that 
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord.” He is coming 
back to finish that sentence. And on that day He will 
say, “For the day of vengeance is in My heart, and the 
year of My redeemed is come, .. . and I will tread 
down the people in Mine anger, and make them drunk 
in My fury, and I will bring down their strength to the 
earth’ 

Where does judgment begin? Peter tells us: “Judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God: and if it first 
begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey 


not the gospel of God?” 


This judgment of the house of God is shown in the 
letters addressed to the seven churches, recorded in the 
second and third chapters of Revelation. It goes be- 
yond the members of those local churches to all believ- 
ers throughout the centuries, for seven times the word 
comes: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches.” 

Read carefully these seven letters and note the in- 
dictments that come from Him whose eyes are as a 
flame of fire: “I have somewhat against thee, because 
thou hast left thy first love.” “Thou hast there them 
that hold the doctrine of Balaam; .. . thou hast also 
them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which 

*Tsa. 63:4, 6 


94 “TuHincs WuicH Must SHortLy Come To Pass” 
igs Dan SS eee 


thing I hate.” ‘Thou suffereth that woman Jezebel 

. . to teach and seduce My servants.” ‘Thou hast 
a name to live and art dead.” “I have not found thy 
works perfect before God.” “Because thou art luke- 
warm I will spue thee out of My mouth.” And He 
calls: “Repent and do the first works.” “Repent, or 
else I will come unto thee quickly.” “Remember there- 
fore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast 
and repent.” “Be zealous therefore and repent.” 

Each one of us should cry to the Lord to search us 
and know our hearts, to try us and know our thoughts, 
and see if there be any wicked way in us, and lead us 
in the way everlasting. For it is to those inside the 
fold that the warning comes, “Take heed, brethren, 
lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God.” Before we consider 
the judgments coming upon others, we should each 
examine ourselves to see whether we are in the faith. 
Let us ask ourselves the question, Have I been deceived 
by some subtle false doctrine? Have I become hard 
and loveless? Am I one who has a name to live and 
yet is dead? Have I become lukewarm-? 


The way back to God is to heed the four times re- 
peated call to repentance. Our Lord can make over- 
comers out of Laodiceans. In these days we need to 
constantly pray that we become not lukewarm. 

In the fourth chapter of Revelation where we are 
introduced to “the things which shall be hereafter,” the 
first thing seen is a throne set in heaven and One upon 


it. Round about the throne is a rainbow, reminding us" 


of unfailing promise, but proceeding from it there are 
lightnings and thunders, significant of impending judg- 
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ment. Around the throne are the hosts of heaven en- 
gaged in worship. 

John saw that in the right hand of Him who sat upon 
the throne there was a book. A strong angel pro- 
claimed, “Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose 
the seals thereof?” The seer states that he wept much 
because no man was found worthy to open and read 
the book, neither to look thereon. But one of the elders 
announced that the “Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book and to 
loose the seven seals.”” And John saw Him who is alike 
Lion and Lamb come and take the book. As the Lamb 
opened seal by seal the judgments of God were mani- 
fested in the earth. 

Very significant is the judgment of the sixth seal— 
an earthquake, sun black, moon as blood, stars falling, 
heavens rolled asunder as a scroll, every mountain and 
island moved, and kings, and great and rich, chief cap- 
tains, and mighty men, bondmen and freemen, hiding 
in the caves and rocks of the mountains, and pleading 
to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us 
from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne and 
from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His 
wrath is come; and who is able to stand?” 

Seven trumpets are sounded and further judgments 
follow. When the fifth trumpet sounds, out from the 
smoke of the pit John saw locusts come forth whose 
sting is like that of a scorpion, and for seven months 
men are tormented. At the blowing of the sixth trum- 
pet an army of two hundred million cross the Euphrates 
and one third of the men of earth are killed. 

Two witnesses are sent to the earth and during a 
period of 1260 days they exercise power like that of 
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Elijah, to shut heaven so that it rains not during the 
time of their prophecy, and to turn waters into blood, 
and to smite the earth with all plagues as often as they 
will, as Moses did when entrusted with divine power. 
These witnesses are slain by “the beast,” the lawless 
king that shall come, but after three and a half days 
God will raise them to life, and judgment will fall—a 
great earthquake in which seven thousand men are slain. 

Judgment follows judgment as the seven vials are 
poured out. James tells us that “he shall have judg- 
ment without mercy that hath showed no mercy,” and 
so it proves when these judgments are manifest. 

In the seventeenth and eighteenth chapters of Reve- 
lation we have judgment coming upon Babylon. Some 
believe there are two Babylons, one an ecclesiastical 
and the other a political; but others comparing Rev. 
17:2 and Rev. 18:3 believe that there is but one Baby- 
lon, but that the two aspects of this system of Satan 
will be dealt with as these two chapters describe. The 
Historicist interpreters of the Book of Revelation have 
always taught that Babylon represents Rome. A lead- 
ing writer of this school, Mr. E. P. Cachemaille, states : 
“The marks by which Great Babylon is identified with 
the church of Rome are these. Babylon is a professed- 
_ly Christian church (Rev. 18:4). In her to the last are 
some true people of Christ, who are urged to come out 
of her lest they share her plagues; such would not 
knowingly have joined themselves to any but a pro- 
fessedly Christian church. 

“Another mark is widespread extension; she ‘sitteth 
upon many waters,’ and waters are peoples. Visit al- 
most any of the great cities of the world, and you will 
see her established there. Rome’s boasted ‘catholicity’ 
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is one of the marks of identification. Along with this 
world-wide extension is the propagation of unscriptural 
teaching, the ‘wine’ of her golden cup, that makes drunk. 
Her seat of power, her headquarters, are at a great city 
on seven hills, existing in the time of John. The chief 
bishop of the Roman church resides there, and has done 
so for more than twelve centuries. She has massacred 
Christ’s saints and witnesses on a vast scale, by mil- 
lions. This is past and historical, and is writ large in 
terrible characters of fire and blood on the pages of 
history, and cannot be wiped out.” 

Another Historicist writer, Mr. Albert Close, states: 
“Ancient Babylon was the chief seat of idolatry of the 
East; Rome has been and still is the chief seat of idol- 
atry of the West. Babylon was the chief seat of idola- 
try under the Old Testament, Rome is the chief seat 
under the New. Most of the strange doctrines, prac- 
tices, rites, ceremonies arid titles of the church of Rome, 
which have no place in the New Testament and form 
no part of the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His apostles, have been borrowed from the ancient 
Babylonish religion, and adopted by the church of 
Rome, being tinted and varnished with Christian names 
and titles. This has been clearly demonstrated by His- 
lop in his well-known book The Two Babylons: and it 
explains why the figure ‘Babylon’ has been adopted by 
the Spirit of God to prefigure papal Rome.” 

The Futurist interpreters of Revelation believe that 
all false religions are represented in that “great 
whore,” described in the seventeenth chapter of Reve- 
lation. As Mr. H. C. Tiarks puts it, “Papal Rome is 
undoubtedly the most striking partial, historical, con- 
tinuous fulfillment of the prophecy of Babylon the 
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Great that has evolved, in a single system, since the days 
of John. But Rome cannot be solely alluded to in the 
full designation of the Harlot; for ‘in her was found 
the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that have 
been slain upon the earth’* Abel was the first slain 
upon the earth, and his murder. was a religious murder. 
He died for the truth! Therefore Cain is the first ex- 
ponent of the evil principle which finds its consumma- 
tion in the false church which will ultimately be an 
universal hierarchy. Again, Babylon the Great is the 
Mother of the Harlots and of the abominations of the 
earth.t The Mother must exist before her offspring. 
We are therefore dealing with a terrible principle of 
evil prior to those wicked abominations of which the 
Old Testament gives many indications, which Paul sets 
out in lurid colors in Romans 2, and of which there are 
and have been many manifestations. Rome is an out- 
standing manifestation among many: Baalism is an- 
other!! As to her name, ‘Babylon,’ it dates from the 
beginning of the new world after the Deluge. The sur- 
prise of the apostolic Seer was probably due largely to 
the fact that the followers and witnesses of Jesus were 
to be given over to the power of oné who had long be- 
fore the advent of Christ seduced the nations. Babylon 
the Real is found in Holy Scripture under three titles, 
viz., Babylon, the original, i. e., Babel; Babylon, the im- 
perial, under Nebuchadnezzar, i.e., the literal city and 
kingdom; Babylon the Great, i.e., Mystery Babylon, 
the Universal Antichristian Dominion.” 


It is sufficient to say that God’s mighty judgment will 
come upon the “great whore.” The ten kings that 
reign with the “beast” will hate this mother of harlots 


* Rev. 18:24 f Rev. 17:5, R. V. 
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and “shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat 
her flesh and burn her with fire.’ Thus will God’s 
judgment fall upon the false church, or harlot, Satan’s 
counterfeit of God’s true church, the bride of Christ. 

As regards the city of Babylon spoken of in Rev. 
18, in “one hour” will her judgment come. A trinity 
of plagues will come upon her “in one day,” “death and 
mourning and famine; and she shall be utterly burned 
with fire.” Thus shall God’s judgment fall on great 
Babylon, Satan’s counterfeit of God’s holy city, the 
New Jerusalem. 

We move on to the last scenes in the great drama 
of the Revelation. When the “harlot” or false religion 
is destroyed, amid sounds of mighty amens and halle- 
lujahs in heaven the message goes forth: “Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the mar- 
riage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made 
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should 
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints.” 

Yet another judgment falls. He who is called “The 
Word of God” goes forth from heaven to war. Already 
three unclean spirits like frogs had been sent forth to 
gather the kings of earth to the battle of the day of 
God Almighty, and they are gathered to a place called 
Armageddon. There they have to meet the Lord Jesus, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, and the thousands 
of saints who accompany Him. The “beast,” and the 
“false prophet” who aid and abet him, will be taken 


_ and cast alive into the lake which burneth with fire and 


brimstone. Thus will judgment fall on Satan’s false 
Christ and his counterfeit of the Holy Spirit. 
It will be then that the Lord in flaming fire will take 
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vengeance on them that know not God, who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the pres- 
ence of the Lord. And John tells us he saw that the 
fowls were filled with their flesh. ; 

In the 25th chapter of Matthew we are given a 
glimpse of one of the first things that will happen when 
Christ returns. He will then sit upon the throne of His 
glory and before Him will be gathered all nations. He 
will separate the one from the other as a shepherd di- 
vides the sheep from the goats. - He will say, “Come, 
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world.” 

But to the other nations He will say, “Depart from 
Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels.” What is it that will have sealed 
the fate of these nations? Their treatment of those He 
calls ““My brethren.” What they do to them He counts 
done to Himself: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done 
it unto Me.” 

John further describes the judgment of Satan. An 
angel will be dispatched to chain him and to cast him 
down into the bottomless pit, to stay there a thousand 
years. 

For those who have been murdered for their witness, 
who have refused to worship the “beast” or bear his 
mark, there will come a blessed resurrection, and they 
shall live and reign with Christ a thousand years. 

Man has proved a failure in all dispensations and the 
last will be no exception, for after a thousand years 
the nations will still be open for the deception of Satan, 
failing God in the last great test. The earth will once 
more be filled with rebellion. But God knows how to 
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deal with rebels. The earth opened up for Dathan and 
Abiram and the rebels of their day, and they went down 
alive into the pit. At the time of this last rebellion 
fire will come down from heaven to devour them. 

Then the devil (who is released from the pit after 
the thousand years are expired) will meet with his final 
judgment, being cast into the lake of fire, “and shall 
be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” That 
is the last picture we have of him in the Word. 


Then comes the judgment of the Great White Throne. 
The dead, small and great, stand before God. The 
books are opened. God knows how to keep records. 
Scientists are telling that every word ever spoken is 
registered on ether, and if we only had instruments 
perfect enough we could pick up the words that Adam 
spoke. They also tell us that every scene is registered 
on the ether, and that if they could get plates sensitive 
enough they could pick up the scenes of by-gone days. 
What man cannot do, God can do, and the records in 
His books will be indisputable. The Master saith, “I 
say unto you, that every idle word that men speak, they 
shall give an account thereof in the day of judgment.” 

No sinner can escape that judgment. The sea will 
give up her dead, and death and hades will deliver up 
those entrusted to them. And every man will be judged 
according to his works. The Book tells us, “Whoso- 
ever was not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.” There will be no further Court 
of Appeal. This judgment is final. There is no men- 
tion of a repeal of any sentence. We have no record 
of any Board of Pardons, who have the right to reverse 
the decision of the Judge. Those who to-day reject the 
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pardon offered by the slain Lamb of God will have to 
~ pay an awful price for their neglect. . 
There may be some who read this book who have not 
the assurance of sins forgiven. Miss Louisa Vaughan, 
missionary to China, taught many of the natives this 
simple prayer: “Heavenly Father, forgive me my sins. 
Cleanse me from them in the precious blood of Jesus. 
Fill me with Thy Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
They prayed it over and over again until they prayed 
it in faith, and then they had the glad assurance that 
God had answered and forgiven their sins, and made — 
them new creatures in Christ Jesus. 


XI 
THE COMING KINGDOM 


, After our Lord Jesus was risen from the dead the 
- disciples asked Him, “Lord, wilt Thou at this time re- 


store again the kingdom to Israel?’ It was a natural 
question to ask, for they had heard Him teach much 
concerning the kingdom, and at one time when Peter 
had said to Him, “Behold, we have forsaken all and 
followed Thee; what shall we have therefore?” He 
had said, “Verily I say unto you, that ye which have 
followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of man 
is set in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’’* 
But to the question as to whether the kingdom of Israel 
would be immediately restored, the Master said, “It is 
not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in His own power. But ye shall re- 
ceive power, after that. the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you; and ye shall be witnesses unto Me.”’ Their busi- 
ness was to witness of Christ even to the ends of the 
earth, and as a result of this witness, sinners would be 
brought forth from the kingdom of darkness and trans- 
lated into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. For there 
is a very real kingdom in existence to-day but it is 


_ “not of this world,” and the great business of the evan- 
- gelist and pastor and Christian worker is to so present 
_ Christ that the man who hears his witness shall be de- 
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_ livered from “this present evil world,” and become “a 
companion in the kingdom and patience of Jesus,” as 
John called himself. 


A time is coming when the Lord will come to earth 
and the kingdom will be restored to Israel, a time when 
the prophecy shall be fulfilled, “And the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth.”* Hosea prophesied, “The 
children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, 
and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and with- 
out an image, and without an ephod, and without tera- 
phim: afterward shall the children of Israel return, and 
seek the Lord their God, and David their king; and 
shall fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter 
days.”+ This together with the Lord’s promise to 
Israel through Ezekiel, “And I will set up one shepherd 
over them, and he shall feed them, even My servant 
David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shep- 
herd. And I the Lord will be their God, and My serv- 
ant David a prince among them; I the Lord have spok- 
en it,”’= suggests that David will be raised up again. 
Some, however, believe this word refers to King David’s 
greater Son. Jeremiah writes of the coming One, “Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the 
earth. In His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safely: and this is His Name whereby He 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS. Therefore, behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that they shall no more say, The Lord 
liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of the 


* Zech. 14:9 t Hosea 3:4, 5 f Ezek. 34:23, 24 
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land of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, which brought up 
and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the 
north country, and from all countries whither I had 
driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.’”’* 

What will be the nature of this kingdom? 

It will be a universal kingdom. It is written of the 
King, “He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth. Yea, 
all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall 
serve Him.” + 

It will be a kingdom of peace. Isaiah writes, “He 
shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many 
people ; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.’ 

Tt will be a kingdom of gladness, joy and prosperity. 
The Psalmist tells us, “O let the nations be glad and 


‘sing for joy: for Thou shalt judge the people righteous- 


ly, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah. Let 
the people praise Thee, O God; let all the people praise 
Thee. Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, 
even our own God shall bless us.’’§ 

It will be a kingdom in which all ferocity implanted 
by Satan in the animals will be done away. Isaiah 
shows us, “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a 
little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear 
shall feed: their young ones shall lie down together ; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the suck- 
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ing child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.” 
In those days if you want to keep a tiger in your back 
yard as a pet for your baby, there will be nothing to 
fear, for the Lord declares that throughout the whole 
of His holy mountain, that is, throughout His world- 
wide kingdom, “they shall not hurt nor destroy.”* 

It will be a kingdom in which the curse shall be re- 
moved from the earth and as a result the world will 
become like Eden again, for God declares, “The wilder- 
ness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, and 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. It 
shall blossom abundantly.” “I will open rivers in high 
places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will 
make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land 
springs of water. I will plant in the wilderness the 
cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree: 
I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the 
box tree together.”t “For the Lord shall comfort Zion: 
He will comfort all her waste places ; and He will make 
her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden 
of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.”§ “They shall 
sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and 
none shall make them afraid.”’|| 

It will be a kingdom in which the Lord shall remove 
sickness from His people. Isaiah tells us, “And no in- 
habitant shall say, I am sick.’ ]] 

It will be a kingdom in which men will know the 
Lord, for it is written, “The earth shall be full of the 


*Tsa. 11:9 }t Isa. 35:1, 2 t Isa. 41:18, 19 
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knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’’* 
Who will inherit this kingdom? 


David tells us in the 37th Psalm, “Those that wait 


upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth.’ “The 
meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight them- 
selves in the abundance of peace.” “For such as be 
blessed of Him shall inherit the earth; they that be ac- 
cursed of Him shall be cut off.” “Wait on the Lord 


‘and keep His way, and He shall exalt thee to inherit 


the land.” 

It was to His disciples that our Lord said, “Blessed 
are ye poor, for yours is the kingdom of God,” and He 
confirmed the words of David, saying, “Blessed are the 
meek ; for they shall inherit the earth.” 

To the servant to whom He entrusted a pound, say- 
ing, “Occupy till I come,” who has traded until his 
pound has gained ten pounds, He will say, “Thou hast 
been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over 


ten cities.” To another whose pound has gained five 


pounds, “Be thou also over five cities.” But to the idle 
servant, even that which he had will be taken from him. 
The same with those to whom were entrusted the var- 
ious talents. To the profitable servant He will say, 


_ “Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been 


faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
Concerning the wicked and slothful servant the word 
will go forth, “Cast ye the unprofitable servant into 
outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” + 

When will the kingdom come? 

Peter told the people after the resurrection of Christ: 

* Isa. (11:9 { Matt. 25:30 
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“Repent ye therefore and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, that so may come times of refresh- 
ing from the face of the Lord; and that He may send 
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 
whom the heaven must receive until the times of resti- 
tution of all things, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.” 
There is something very suggestive in this utterance 
of the inspired apostle, for he shows us that when there 
is a great response to the call to-repentance times of re- 
freshing shall come from the presence of the Lord and 
He shall send Jesus. When Christ was manifested the 
first time a gracious revival was in progress under John 
the Baptist. It is written, “Then went out to him Je- 
rusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confess- 
ing their sins.’* It was at this time that Jesus came 
from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of 
Him. As John baptized Him, God Himself revealed 
who it was who was being baptized, declaring as the 
Spirit of God descended upon Him, “This is My be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” May it not 
be that He will come again at revival time? 

There were Pharisees and Sadducees who went out 
to the banks of Jordan at the time of revival. In deal- 
ing with them John was more forceful than polite, say- 
ing, “Ye generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come?’ There are always 
plenty of Pharisees and Sadducees around to oppose 
revivals. But they cannot stop them. God has de- 
clared: “In the last days I will pour out My Spirit 
upon all flesh.” Some may object, “That was fulfilled 
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on the Day of Pentecost.” But they did not exhaust 
God’s resources that day. If reference is made to the 
prophecy in Joel we see that this outpouring is con- 
nected with what we may expect in the last of the last 
days, when wonders are seen in the heavens and the 
earth, blood, fire, pillars of smoke, the sun turned to 
darkness and the moon into blood. These things and 
the outpouring mentioned by Joel we are told to expect 
“before the great and terrible day of the Lord come.’’* 

On the other hand, we must not overlook the fact 
that our Lord Himself put the question to us, “When 
the Son of man cometh shall He find faith on the 
earth?” We have endeavored to point out that we are 
now seeing times of great apostasy and that there are 
darker days ahead. In the last days there will be a great 
season of separation, for the command will go forth, 
“Gather ye together first the tares and bind them in 
bundles to burn them; but gather the wheat into My 
barn.” And Christ Himself told us concerning these 
things that at the consummation of the age “the Son 
of man shall send forth His angels and they shall gath- 
er out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them 
that do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire ; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father.” + 

God is merciful even to the last, and just prior to the 
judgment of Babylon His gracious word will go forth, 
“Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

It has been well said, “Separation is the first law of 
the kingdom.” This principle we shall see working 
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right through to the end. Note the last of the ieee 

dom parables uttered by our Lord, and His own inter- 

pretation of the same: “Again, the kingdom of heaven F 
is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gath- 
ered of every kind: which, when it was full, they drew 
to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into _ 
vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at theend 
of the age: the angels shall come forth, and sever the 
wicked from among the just, and shall cast them into 

the furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing __ 
of teeth.” * at 


It will be a terrible thing to be separated for destruc- 
tion. Paul shows us how dreadful it is to be yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers. He sets before us two orders, — 
righteousness and unrighteousness, light and darkness, : <= 
Christ and Belial, faith and infidelity, the temple of God — a 


ie a and idolatry; and then sends forth this call, “Where- 

“ig fore come out from among them, and be ye ee 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I 

ie ss will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 

shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 


> inighty.” 


* Matt. 13:47-50 - 


XII 
THE COMING AGES 


____ In the fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians we have 
a picture of the end. Our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
He has put down all rule and authority and power, 

when all His enemies are under His feet, will deliver — 
up the kingdom to God. And He will then become | 
subject unto His Father, that God may be all in all. 
But just as the Son will delight to honor the Father, 
so the Father will find it a great joy to honor His Son. 
He has given Him a name which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth, that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
_ Christ is Lord.* The name of the Son will be exalted 
above all others, not only in this age but also in the 
ages to come.f 
And when the last he is dealt with, this earth it- 
self and all it contains will be subjected to the fires of 
judgment. When the disciples showed the Master the 
goodly stones and magnificent buildings of the temple 
_ that had taken forty-six years of painstaking labor to 
erect, He said, “As for these things which ye behold, 
the days will come, in the which there shall not be left 
one stone upon another.” 
That is what is to happen to all “the cloud-capped 
towers, the gorgeous palaces, the solemn temples,” that 
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man has erected. They have all to come down. A fire 
will be kindled on this earth that will consume all that 
is upon it, and all the works of men’s hands will perish. 
This earth will receive a perfect and complete purifica- 
tion from the trail of the serpent and from all that has 
followed in the wake of the fall. The heavens, the 
place that has become the abode of the prince of the 
power of the air and his demon hosts, will be set on 
fire and shall be dissolved, and the very elements will 
melt with fervent heat. 


But the Lord will look after His own. For them 
there is an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven, far above all the 
scene of the great conflagration that is coming. From 
this secure place they will doubtless watch the final scene 
of judgment. 

After this we are to see the creation of new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness will dwell. And 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain, and all the 
former things of evil will have passed away for ever. 
God will dwell among men, and they shall be His people 
and He Himself shall be their God. © 

What will the new heavens and the new earth be 
like? We do not know very much about them, but we 
do know they will be fit for God to dwell in. The place 
that the Lord Jesus has gone to prepare for His own 
will surpass the best that man has ever conceived, as 
much as grace transcends law. 

John tells us a little of what he saw of the bride city, 
the holy Jerusalem that will descend out of heaven from 
God. There is plenty of room there, for the city is not 
only fifteen hundred miles long and fifteen hundred 
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miles broad, but it is fifteen hundred miles high. In the 
second Psalm God states that He has set His Son “upon 
His holy hill of Zion.’ There are four other references 
to this holy hill in the Psalms. Can you imagine, a 
hill fifteen hundred miles high, with a base of 2,250,000 
square miles, a hill made of pure gold like transparent 
glass, and compassed by a jasper wall, great and high, 
with jewel foundations, and twelve wonderful gates, 


_-each made of one pearl? 


John saw that from the throne of God and the Lamb 
there came forth a pure river of the water of life. He 
saw the tree of life, no longer guarded by cherubims 
with flaming sword turned every way, but open to all, 
bearing fresh fruit every month and with leaves for the 
healing of the nations. Some one will ask, “Will sick- 
ness continue so that the people will still need healing ?” 
We do not think so. When God declared to Israel in 
the wilderness, “I am the Lord that healeth thee,” He 
was so faithful in the performance of His trust that 
the Holy Spirit states, “There was not one feeble per- 
son among their tribes.* Not pills and potions, not 
serums and surgical operations, were provided for the 
people smitten with fiery serpents, but a pole on which 
there was a serpent of brass—a picture of sin judged 
in later days on the cross of Calvary—and there was 
healing and life for a look. But there will be no more 
serpents to bite, for the serpent and his brood will be 
in the lake of fire, and the healing leaves of the tree of 
life will surely be a preventive of sickness so that there 
shall indeed be “no more pain.” 

There are many wonderful things spoken of, but 
after all the great attraction is God Himself and the 


*Ps. 105:37 


tt 


114 “Tuincs Wxich Must Snortty Come 70 Pass” 


Lamb. John saw no temple, but he came to know dat = % 


the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the tenupleta 
of this wonderful city. He saw there was no need of 
sun or moon, for the glory of God did lighten the city, 
and the Lamb was the light thereof. He tells us in 


connection with the throne, “His servants shall serve _ 


Him, and they shall see His face, and His name shall 
be in their foreheads, . . . and they shall reign for ever 
and ever.” It will surely pay to be true to God and the 
Lamb, and the latter has sent us a timely warning, “Be- 
hold, I come quickly: and My reward is with Me, to 
give to every man according as his work shall be.’”’* 
Some will ask, “Will the race continue?” Certainly. 
Moses told the children of Israel that God was faithful 
to keep His covenant and mercy with them that love 
Him and keep His commandments “to a thousand gen- 
erations.”+ If we average twenty-five years to a gen- 
eration (though generations of ancient days as gauged 
by the genealogy of Christ given by Matthew and Luke, 
average twice that length of time), we can reckon it 
will take about twenty-five thousand years for the thou- 
sandth generation to appear. In order to make this 


promise good, the race will have té go on. And since | 


this promise has no time limit attached, does it not 
suggest that the race will go on and on? 

Objection might be made on the ground of our Lord’s 
word to the Sadducees, “In the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels 
of God in heaven.” But we believe it will be seen that 
there is no contradiction here, for while the resurrected 
ones do not marry nor are given in marriage, it can be 
clearly seen that there are nations on the earth who walk 


* Rev. 22:12 { Deut. 7:9 
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in the light of the Lamb.* And since, after heaven and — 
earth are passed away, the Word of God will still re- 
main, the people will still be able to lay hold on the 
_ promise of blessing for a thousand generations. Think 
the thing through and try to imagine if you can the size 
of the race a trillion years from now. ‘ 
Some may question, “How will the Lord find room 
__ for all this crowd in the ages to come, since there will 
be no more death?” We do not think this problem will 
worry the Lord at all. To start with, this world has a 
_ circumference of twenty-five thousand miles, and John 
noticed there was no more sea in the new earth. With 
the sea reclaimed and with all the earth become fruit- 
ful, there will be room for billions more upon it than. 
now. But this world is not the only one in the universe. 


In our own planetary system we have Venus about the 
same size as the earth; Neptune and Uranus approxi- 
mately four times the size; Saturn more than nine times — 
the size, and Jupiter about eleven times as great. Some 
might suggest that these planets are not inhabitable. 

_ The Lord could speak the word and make them inhabit- 

_ able in a moment of time. 


_____ In the regions beyond our planetary system God has 
plenty of room. Asked how many stars there were, 
Professor Edwin B. Frost, director of the Yerks ob- 
servatory at Williams Bay, Wisconsin, told an inter- 
viewer, Mr. Stuart McKenzie of the American Maga- 
zine, “Of course we don’t know definitely, but it is esti- 
mated that there are about one and a half billions.” 
‘The sun is 1,300,000 times larger than the earth, but ac- 
cording to Professor Frost the star Betelgeuse is twen- 
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ty-seven million times the size of the sun, and the star 
Antares is forty million times the size of the sun. 

Professor Frost told his interviewer that Betelgeuse 
is one thousand trillion miles away from us, but he es- 
timates that the spiral nebula in Andromeda is two thou- 
sand five hundred times as far from us as Betelgeuse. 
This tiny patch in the heavens is reckoned to be one 
hundred trillion miles in diameter, and Professor Frost 
says it probably contains millions of stars, and the light 
from a sun on one side of the nebula would take fifteen 
thousand years to travel to the other side, and remem- 
ber that light travels at the rate of 669,600,000 miles an 
hour. It is impossible to estimate how many planets 
there may be in this vast space. As we contemplate the 
vastness of this universe, we do not think there will be 
any need for anyone to worry about the problem of 
overcrowding in the years to come. The Lord could 
speak the word and a trillion new planets could come 
into existence. 

It has been suggested “that probably, had men not 
sinned, when they had lived sufficiently long here, they 
would have been translated as was Enoch; and so, dur- 
ing the coming ages, God may have some such purpose 
in view.” However, we must wait for the revelation 
of these things which have not as yet been made known 
to us, resting satisfied in the promise of God that “in 
the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches 
of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus.” 

After telling John of all the coming judgments and 
blessings, the Lord gave this final message, “Surely I 
come quickly,’ and John replied, “Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” 
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An old blind saint, a missionary who not long since 
laid down her life in India, who was very intimate with 
the Lord, said to Him one day, “Lord, what does that 
word ‘quickly’ mean? For these many years Thy saints 
have been waiting for Thee, and to most of us it seems 
so long.” He said to her, “Beloved, when I said that 
word to John I knew I was coming quickly as I count 
time, but now I want to tell you that I am coming 
quickly as you count time.” 

To this word of promise let us give our heart-felt 
response, “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 
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